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2 nothing to do with my impeachment. 
3 | MR. NESLAND: You cannot state my client was 
1} 
e 2 
4 | approached by this Perna on a number of occasions, and he 
| 
5 said, “I don't want to deal in narcotics." You can't 
ed 
6 make that argument. 
7 MR. NADEN: Fair enough. 
Ww 
8 | (In open ccoart) 
y 9 THE COUR7: All I can say, ladies —nd 
10 gentlemen, I think we saved more time than we lost. I don*t 
i ae know. 
12 MR. NESLAND: My only confession, your Honor, 
13 I don't know where I left cff. Never mind, I know where 
| 
14 | I was. 
; i 
15 || BY MR. NESLAND: 
‘ 
> 16 Q Now, you testified about an interview or 
- 0. . ; 
< 7 questioning you nad with Special Agent Bradley after your 
ra 
18 arrest from the escape in October or November of 1974. 
19 || Were you questioned about this case or the facts of this } 
| ' 
¢ . - - : - | 
20 ~ase at that time by Special Agent Bradley? 
21 A Yes, sir. j 
22 0 nc ij , 2% 4 it } f te an 
a ¢ And did you tell him about the facts and 
23 circumstances of this case? 


2 Yes, sir. 


5 | Q Would you please tell the Court and jury what you 


VOMIEREE RIN DES iChy cevewme Whee wile § Conta tine 


-& 


about this case 


I explained to the agent that I had been 


partnership with Verzino, that the partnership s 


in Atlanta prison, how we then met with Otvos, then spoxe 


-v Otvos, and then spoke with Joseph S:assi, and set up 
a connection with his brother and I eventually met his 


brother and Bubby Sorenson. 


Q Did you tell him anyt! jy else that had deve) oped 


after these initial meetings? 


it please the Court, we would 


object to i he basi: f inadmissible inconsistent 
statements on the basis that it was only gone into on 


dates of alleged transactions. If he was going to tell 


him it was a correct date of 2 oc *7i, 2 .think i. would 


be admissible. ct 4 s beyond that to rehasn his 
direct, I don't think is I would object. 


he mere fact that he told 


before doesn't make it any more -uthful than he is saying 


It 1S obvious. The ‘ purpose that 


isunderstanding 


ESLAND: May believe it goes 


PEELE RIN Tots (Ch COUME REPORGERS ths CM tthe 


(In open court.) 
THE COURT: You may proceed. 
MR. SEAR: At this time the Government would 


call Joseph Condello to the stand. 


JOSEPH COND yLO, called as a witness 


by the Government, being first duly sworn, testified 


as follows: 
THE COURT: This is a very big room, and it 
very bad acoustics. Keep your voice up. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. SEAR: 
Q Mr. Condello, how old are you? 
A 37. 
Q Have you ever been convicted of a crime? 
Yes, I have. 
Approximately how many times? 
A I believe four, sir. 
Q And what was the first time that you were 
convicted of a crime, approximately? 
A When was the first time? 
Q 
I believe in 1958. 


And what was that for, sir? 


MRT REPORTERS thy COMRIE 


has 
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psl2 Condello - direct 
on the boardwalk over there. That was around, maybe 
four months, three-four months ago. I'm not sure. 

Q Mr. Condello, are you acquainted with anybody 
in this courtroom besides myself and Mr. Nesland? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q And who is that? 

A Joseph Stassil. 

Q Would you point out the man you know as Joseph 
Stassi? 


A The fellow with the glasses here with the blue 


MR. SEAR: May the record refl, that he has 
made the identification, your Honor? 

THE COURT: Is that conceded that he has 
identified Stassi? 

MR. GARLAND: Yes, he's identified him. 

THE COURT: Anybody else? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. William Sotenson, also 

Bubby. 
Point Mr. Sorenson out? 


He's got the brown and white plaid sport jacket 


MR. SEAR: May the record reflect that he has 


identification. 
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MR. NADEN: Yes. 

Anyone else? 

Anthony Stassi. 

Would you point him ovt to the Court and jury? 

He's leaning on his hand. 

MR. SEAR: May the record reflect that he has 
made the identification. 

MR. KADISH: Yes. He said something -- 

THE COURT: He is leanina on his hand. 

MR. KADISH: Oh, leaning on his hand. 

THE WITNESS: Excuse me, may I say something? 


When you say acquainted, like, there .s one 


gentleman there that I haven't spoke to but I know aim 


as -- 

We'll get into that. 

MR. KADISH: Your Honor, I would like that 
cleared up for the record. 

THE COURT: He says he'll clear it up. 

Where did you first meet Joseph Stassi? 

Atlanta Federal Penitentiary. 

Now, when were you in At’anta Federal 
Penitentiary? 

A 1968, '69, '70 and part of '71 and part of 


'72 in that break, I went to Lexington, Kentucky for a 


76% 


psl15 Condello - direct 

preparing you “or adjustment to the street. You get a 
job and you are supposed to sleep there at night and on 
the weekends they give you a pass to go home with your 


families. 


Q While you were at the Halfway House, did you 
stay there at night? 
A When I first got there, I did. Bu “ter that, 
I used -o just check in and check right out. 
THE TOURT: This was contrary to regulations 
I assume? 


“HE WITNES”: Yes, your Honor. I had a 


connection in the place where he used to just say that 1 
was there. 
Q When you say in connection, you mean somebody 
that worked there? 
Yes, sir. 


Now, Mr. Sorenson, when did you first meet 


Atlanta Federal Penitentiary. 

While you were in Atlanta Federal Penitentiary 
did you associate frequently with Joseph Stassi? When I 
say associate, did you have conversations with or do things 


with him together? 


A No. I never did anything with the man, like 
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ps16 Condello - direct 
I was, you know, in his company but never like really 
friendly every day or something. 

Q How about Mr. Sorenson? 

A Yes. I seen him every day. 

Q And when did Mr. Sorenson get out of jail, if 
you know, get out of Atlanta? 

A I believe it was around March of '70. 

Q Now, Mr. Anthony Stassi, when was the first time , 
that you 3aw him? 

A I seen him at a restaurant sitting in a 
restaurant with Mario Perna. 

Q Is that the first time that you remember seeing 
him? 

A No, it is not the first time. I had seer. him 
once in Atlanta Federal Penitentiary when he came to visit 
his brother, Joseph. 

THE COURT: Did you talk to him on that 
occasion? 

THE WITNESS: No, I didn't, sir. 

MR. GARLAND: I'm sorry, Judge. What did you 
ask him? 

THE COURT: Did he talk to him on that 
occasion. ph. d the answer, "No, I didn't.” 


MR. KADISH: May we have the date? 


DACTAEGN oat" CCRT KEPORTERS US COURTHE! J 


3it 


s* * 


Condello - direct 766 
THE COURT: You seemed to get on his nerves? 
THE WITNESS: No, he used to get on everyone 


else's nerves. 


Q Are you acquainted with a man by the name of 


Thomas Kapatos? 
A Yes, I am. 
Q Where did you meet him? 
A Atlanta Federal Penitentiary. 


Q How much, if at all, did you associate with 


Kapatos while you were there? 
A Not too much. I've seen him and spoke to hin, 
but not often, and I tried to keep away from him. 
Q Did Thomas Kapotos go by any other name? 
A Yes, they call him The Greek. 
Did Joseph Stassi go by any other name? 
Yes, they call him the old man. 
Did you ever use tn term the old man? 
At times. 
Who did you refer to by the term the old man? 
Joseph Stassi. 
Did Mario Perna ever use the term the old man? 
Yes, he did. 
Who did he refer to by that name? 


Joseph Stassi 
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W: |4iam Sorenson ever use the term the 


Yeu, -6ix. 
Who did he refer to by that name? 
A Sometimes he'd say Joe Stassi and I would under- 
stand the conversation where he was referring to him, 
and once in a while he would also say Tony Stassi. 


Q When you say you would understand, whac did he 


A Well, "I seen the old man," or he went down to_ 
see the old man. 

Q While you were in Atlanta penitentiary, were you 
acquainted with a Frenchman by the name of Jean Claude? 

A Yes, I was. 

Q Did you know his last name at that time? 

A No; 1 didnt. 

Do you know his last name today? 


No; I ‘don’t. 


How much did you asSociate with this Frenchman? 


ery little 
Q When you were down in Atlanta, where 
first live when you were there? 
A In B block. 


How long did you stay there? 
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Approximately a year. 
MR. GARLAND: B or D? 
THE COURT: B as in Boston? 
THE WITNESS: B, that. is right. 
THE COURT: Like in Boston? 
THE WITNESS: Boston, right. 
Where did you go from there? 
A I went to the dormitory. That is iike, you 
it is like an honor to be there. 
C Who else lived there while you were in the 
honor dorm? 
A Mario Perna, Sorenson, Tuny Verzino, Tommy the 


Greek, that is it. You know. most of the main members. 


Q I direct your attention to late 1969 anc early 


1970. Were you present ard *nvolived or did you overhear 
any conversation ak ue narcotics? 

A Yes, I heard some conversation. 

Q When you say you heard some conversation, does 
that mean that other people were involved in them and 
you were not involved in those conversations? 

I was sitting there like, you know, they was 

friends of mine but I wasn't involved. It was just, you 
know, conversation that they were talking and I overheard 


them. 


oi4 
Condello - direct 
Who was involved in those conversations? 
A Mario Perna, Tony Verzino and William Sorenson. 
Q How many such conver.ations were there, to the 
best of your recollection? 
A I don't know. They used to talk every day. 


Like sometimes I just didn't pay attention. 


Q Do you remember the specific dates on which 


those conversai ons occurred? 
A Sir. 
KADISH: Can we have a year? 
SEAR: We do have a year. 
COURT: Give them the year a ilu 
WITNESS: Between 1969, the e.d of i969 and 
the beginning of 1970. 
THE COURT: But you don't know the dates? 
THE WITNESS: No, Sir. 


THE COURT: Do you know the months? 


THE WITNESS: The months -- like around the 
end of 1969, like December, January, around that time. 

THE COURT: December or January, he said. 

THE WITNESS: It was leading up to Mr. William 
Sorenson's release. 

MR. NADEN: Your Honor, I can't hear. 


THE COURT: When IT ask you a question you, 


TERS UES COMMITEE 
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mcas Condello - direct 
he will do thet? 

THE COURT: That is true. That is obvious. 

MR. GARLAND: If he understands it. 

COURT: I think the jury understands. 

Proceed. 

Do you remember the question, Mr. Condello? 

No, sir. 

THE COURT: Start again. 

Q Was there any discussion about the source of 

the narcotics and then, to be very clear for everybody, 


I'm referring to conversations around the same time 


period, late 1969, early 1970, conversations that you 


previously testified about. 

A Yes. Thev say that there way -- 

Q Who was present when they talked about the 
source of the narcotics, to the best of your recollection? 


Anthony Verzino, William Sorenson, Mario Perna 


Tell the Court and the jury, to the best of your 
recollection, what was said about the source of the 
narcotics. 

They was talking about the goods coming from 


France and they just, like, they said the shipment would 


come from France through Canada. That is ail I know. 


SOPEREL RN Pots ! oath ! , “ tN COMME EEN 
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THE COURT: Do you remember who said what? 

THE WITNESS: No, your Honor. The reason that -- 
like I wouldn't pay attention to who said it or anything 
is because I wasn't involved. I used to just hang out with 
these people. I wasn't making money with this thing. 

I ~-ally wasn't that interested. i was just sitting there 
anc conversation was going on. 

Q So the record is clear, was Mr. Joseph Stassi 
involved in any of tiese conversations himself, personally? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did there come a time when you heard whether or 
not this plan to bring in heroin had been successful? 

MR. GARLAND: Objection. 

MR. KADISH: Objection. 

MR. GARLAND: Leading. With this kind of witness 
he should say: Was there any other conversation concerning 
narcotics? Yes. What was said. The man can reply. 

MR. SEAR: Your Honor, I -- 

MR. GARLAND: Let me make my objection. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

ha. GARLAND: He should say to him: Was there 
any other conversation about narcotics; when, where, who 
was present; what was said. Anything else is to Suggest 


an answer. We respectfully make that request. 


pegeute tue ee eevee HPP OOR TERS TEN Comte ribet 
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2 | THE COURT: All right. 
| 
3 \ MR. SEAR: I want to place on the record -- 
\| 
4 } THE COURT: Never mind placing it on the record. 
5 | I have ruled. 
6 | MR. GARLAND: I would, your Honor, when I make 
7 | an objection, like counsel not to cut me off. 
8 | THE COURT: That is a valid point. | 
a | Q Mr. Condello, do you remember the question? 
10 | A No, sir. 
1] Q Did there come a time when you heard anything 
12 | about whether or not tis venture or plan had been 
3° || successful? 
4 | A Yes, thre was. 
15 Q Approximately, to the best of your recollection, 
16 when was it? 
7 A It was ~- I don't remember the dates or nothing. 
is | just don't. : 
19 \ Q Let's place it in a time frame. When did 
| 
ma Mr. Sorenson leave Atlanta. | 
21 MR. GARLAND: Objection. 
‘ ~ THE COURT: Overruled. 
= 23 MR. GAKLAND: It is leading. 
2A THE COURT: Overruled. It is not a leading | 
25 question. 
| 
we, Ce ee Te trMS Dy ee metEE 


Condello - direct 


When did Mr. Sorenson leave Atlanta 


A I believe it was in March 1970. 


Q These conversations you referred to, did they 


come before or after him leaving the prison? 

A The one that I heard, what I just answered to, 
was after he was gone. 

Q When, approximately, did you go to Lexington? 

A 1971. 

What month? 
Around June. 

Q Did these conversations come before or after 
you went to Lexington? 

A Before I went to Lexington. 

Q Within that time frame, March of 1970 to June of 
1971, can you place in that period where this conversation 
occurred? 

NADEN: Which conversation, your Honor? 
COURT: We are about to get it. We are 
trying to the dates. 
MR. KADISH: I think his answer before was that 
he just can't recall the date 
THE COURT: We are tcying to see 
refresh his recollection. 


A All I know is that, you know, it “as warm around 


YOUTPIERN Ds (OE COURT KEMPORTERS Ts COURTS 
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Condello - direct 
Mario came and spoke to me. 

Who was present at these conversations? 

Now, I am trying to bring you back and we are 
talking about conversations as to whether or not the 
occurrence, action, or venture had been successful. 

MR. NADEN: I object to th=t. There has been 
10 testimony about a venture. 

THE COURT: Correct the word venture. 

A It was Mario who had come to me. It was just 
Mario and myself on this specific conversation. 
Q Do you remember where it took place? 

Yes, 1t was up in the dormitory. 

Q Do you remember the gei.cral substance of what 
was said? 

A Yes. 

Q Tell the Court and the jury to the b&Sst of your 
recollection what was said and by whom. 

A In this period of time, when Sorenson kad left, 
Mario and Tony Verzino was waiting for an answer to see 

hipment came through yet. They was waiting 


shipment from France of heroin, and they was waiti 


every day to hear something, and just this one day Mario 


to me and says, Everything is all right. We are on 


way. That stuff came in. 


VOUTEPUE RN DIST HEC COLE KEMOK CUM EEbeM ist 
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Condello - direct 
After you came back from Lexington. 
Yes, I heard conversation. 
THE COURT: With whom? 
MR. SEAR: Your Uonor, I will go into that. 
have gone into it on every matter. 


Q You did have conversations about narcotics. 


Who was present? How many conversations did you have, 


and I am referring specifically to the transaction of 
narcotics, involving narcotics, about which you have already 
testified -- how many such conversations? 
A I misunderstood what you said at the end there. 
me repeat myself. During this time period ~~ 
COURT: After you got back from Lexington. 
Right. 
Q -- were there any other conversations about this 
transaction involving Perna, Verzino and so forth that 
you have already testified about? 
A Yes, there were conversations. 
@) liow many such conversations, to the best 
recollection? 
Maybe one or two. 
Who was present at these conversations? 
Well, on one conversation I was out in the yard 


was Danny Grillo, Tommy Kapatos and Joseph Stass1! 


mcas 
and myself. 
Q Who is Danny Grillo? 


a pris.ner also, a friend 


Do you remember when during this 
conversation occurred? 


It would have to be between when I got back from 


Lexington and upon m to the halfway house in New ot 


MR. GARLAND: May we have the time period again, 
please? 

THE COURT: He 1s ying to give it to you. 
Please don't interrupt. 

Anywhere, I guess, from June or July to 
September. 
Q Do you remember exactly - waS said at this 
conversation? 

A Not exactly, no. 


Q Do you remember, in substance, what was said at 


this conversation? 


Court and the jury what was sal 


f your recollection. 


name was mentioned in the 
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Defendant Joseph Stassig, I never spoke to 


in my life. 
MR. NESLAND: I object and ask him to refrain 


from commenting. 
THE COURT: Mr. Stassi, you know you shouldn't. 
MR. JOSEPH STASSI: Let him just tell the truth. 


Just be quiet. 


Joseph Stassi and 


Tommy Kapatos about Tony Verzino. 


5 


What did they say: 


Well, Tommy Kapatos was pretty upset because 


Mario was supposed to send in strychnine to kill Verzino 
it and the Greek was upset 


and Mario never took care of 
about this, and Joe Stassi, he almost hated Verzino now -- 


MR. GARLAND: Objection, a conclusion. 


THE COURT: Sustained. 


Ji tell us what was said. 
MR. GARLAND: Your Honor, will you instruce the 


-egard that? 


Yes, obviously he is not in a 


testify what the othec man's frame of min l was. 


can testify is to what he said. 


He had said, “Maybe it is for the best not to 
knock out Verzino becase his girlfriend, Suzie, was on 


6 


a 
( 


10 


11 


12 
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[ee 
ui 


and she* -- 
MR. NESI.AND: I ask Mr. Stassi to stop commenting. 
THE COURT: You are going to have to be removed 


from the courtroom if you keep this up, Mr. Stassi. 


2) You can continue. 
A He says, "Maybe it is for the best th G peeled & 
doesn't get killed right now because his girl f CSsmmmeeeGeros es, - 


is out on the street and she knew everything about the 
whole narcotics business, which she could just blow or 
spill her guts if something happened to hir inside." 
And then they were speaking about Sorenson and the Greek 
like referred to him as the Swede and he says he'd take 
care of him also when he got out, because ne was supposed 
to have been beat out of money. In other words, on one 
of his shipments. 
MR. KADISH: I didn't hear the last statement. 
THE COURT: The Greek was going to take care of 


the Swede when he got out. 


MR. “ADISH: That he owed him money? | 
Mik COURT: The Swede owed him money. 
A The Swede was supposed to be involved with 
Sorenson -- was supposed to be involved like with the 


money from the shipment of narcot LCS, 


» 


MR. NADEN: Is this witness testifying of his 


(lies tof a ' “iPr HON COTM Tee 


Vey 
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Q Were you present at any conversation that either 


you were involved in or you heard, that is, in the 


other conversations at which Mr. Joseph Stassi personally 
took part? 
A By the bleachers. That is a conversation where 
Stassi was talkine 
THE COUkyv: Any others except that one, is what 
he asked you. 
Q Up until the time that you left, the 
you left Atlanta Penitentiary. 
A On the day I left I was sent a message to stop 
the clothing room to see him. 
Q Did you go down the clothing room? 
Yes. I. dia: 


At that time did you have a conversation with 


Yes, sir. 
Who was present at that conversation 
and Joseph Stassi? 
No one else. There was other people there, like, 
clothing room goiny in and out now, but no one 
the conversation. 
Q Do you recall the general substance of what 


said by you and Mr. Joseph Stassi? 


Yes. 
Tell the Cou 
vhat was 


recollection 


A I came down 
and everything because 
got the message sent t 


and Joe was sitting, . 


h 


sewing machine where 


THE 


COURT : 


THE WITNESS: 


And I walked 


"Did you want 


wy 


He says, Ye 


He says to m 


THE COURT: 


He: said; “ft 


MR. KADISH: 


THE COURT: 


He had said, 


“a se 
eI Ouc, 


or still 


' 


still going"-- in 


want to call 


rt and the 
said 
and I was 
I was being 
o me up in 
2ph Stassi 
e worked. 
lie worked 
Yes. 
sald, 


in. I 


to see me?" 
es 


i like 
Keep your voi 
don't 
Can we wait 
Yes. 


“FE con" 't 


other words, 


mi 


the 


wanted t 


know your 


know 


KI PORTERS 


jury 


and by whom. 


released 


dorm. 


was 


there? 


“HellG, 


talk 


Oo 


ce up. 


one 


what 


’ 


Ws 


sitting 


to 


second 


your 


like, 


best of 


your 
d shaving 
that day and I 

downstairs 


I went 


at the 


Joe," and 


you. 


intentions" 


ior 


intentions 


the 


whatever 


COURTS 
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THE WITNESS: Like, in other words, still keep 
Stealing or whatever. 

That he would, you know, get in t ee me 
like to see his brother Tony and I cov get into, you 
know, with the narcotics where I can at least earn good 
money, and that was the topic of it. 

He also took -- I wrote my name down, my phone 
number and my address and he had told me, “I will get in 

' 


touch with you," and that was it. 


After this time period, did Tony Stassi ever 


touch with you about this? 


No, he did not. 
After you got out of Atlanta and went back to 
New York and went to the halfway house, did you associate 
with any of your tormer friends from Atlanta? 
A Yes, I did. 
Who are those pcople? 


Mario Perna, Danny Grillo, William Sorenson. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


open court - jury present.) 
JO0OS.E PH CONDELLO,_ resumed. 
THE COURT: Proceed. 
MR. SEAR: Thank you, your Honor. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
BY MR. SEAR: 

Q Mr. Condello, you testified about the lighter, 
and I showed you the lighter and I'll ask you, have you 
ever seen another lighter that looked like that lighter? 

A No, sir. 

Q M.r Condello, when was the last time that you 
saw Mr. Mario Perna? 

A February, when he was arrested. 

Q And when was the last time you had any communica+ 
tion with him? 

A That same day. 

Q when was the } st time that you saw Anthony 
Stassi? 

A At that restaurant. 

Q When was the last time that you saw Joseph 
Stassi? 


Atlanta Federal Prison. 
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THE COURT: The day you left? 


THE WITNESS: Tre morning of my release, yes. 


MR. KADISH: What was his last answer? 
THE COURT: The morning he was released. | 
Q When was the last time you Saw Anthony Verzino? | 
A At Atlanta Federal Penitentiary. 
Q And when was the last time you had any com- 


munication with Anthony Verzino? 
A At Atlanta. That's the only time. 


Q When was the last time you saw William Sorenson? 


THE COURT: Keep your voice up. 


A I was at his bar at one time over there. 


Just stopped and I left. 
Q When was it -- 
MR. KADISH: I cannot hear him. 


THE COURT: Talk to that gentleman way back in 


the corner of the courtroom. 
When was the last time you Saw Sorenson? 


Q With reference to -- let's put it in reference 


to the arrest of Mario Perna? 


A It was before then. 
MR. SEAR: The Government has no more questions. 
THE COURT: You have never been to the 


Atlanta Federal Penitentiary since the morning of your 


SOUTHERN Dis: KICT COURT REPORTERS US COURTHOUSE 
' 


 ] 
** 229 
Condello - cross 


THE COURT: Did not. 


MR. NESLAND: He answered that twice. 


MR. GARLAND: I wanr to make sure I understand 
I'll move on. 
The answer is clear, and I understand you that 
you didn't have any. 

A Yes. 

Q Now, you testified here about a conversation 
you say occurred in the honor dorm, is that right? 

A In the where? 

Q In the honor dorn. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q If you don't understand my question, you make 
sure you ask me. And who was present at that conversa- 
tion? 

A Well, which cne? 

Q Your first conversation. You testified 
about a conversation where you said Kapatos was, which 
was the first time I take it, you never heard of anything 
like this going on? 

MR. SEAR: Objection, your Honcr. 
MR. GARLAND: I'll withdraw that. 
Q Tell us about the first time you heard any- 


thing about -- take your hand down and speak out. 
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The first time you heard anything about there 


being some shipment of drugs going on between Sorenson 


and Perna, and anybody else, the Frenchman, when did you 


first hear about it? 

A i don't know the dates. This was just upon 
Bubby's release, Sorenson's release. 

Q And where did this occur, if you recali? 

A At the dormitory. 

Was that the honor dormitory? 
Yes. 
Who was present? 

A There was Sorenson, Perna, Verzino and myself. 

Q Now, that conversation you've testified about 
here earlier, didn't you? 

A Yes. 

Q You recall that? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Now, is that the first time you heard anything 
about the subject matter in that conversation, that is 
about there being some shipment of drugs? 

A Yes, it i6. As far as them getting -- 
preparing him to go to the street to see Tony Stassi and 
get the business arranged, yes. 


Q My question is, is that the first 
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you and said that he was in business with Perna and Stassi? 


Do you deny that? 
A Yes, I do. 
Do you realize yow are under oath? 
Yes. 


You deny that that didn't happen? 


anybody who says that, that is a 
NESLAND: Objection, your llonor. 
COURT: Sustained. 
How often did you qo around in the daily ac’ 
vities with Mr. Verzino? 

A Very little. 

o) What did you do with him? Did you have any 
common interests with him? 

A No, we was on a friendly basis. He used to run 
out of cigarettes, Y used to loan him a few cartons of 
cigarettes, nothing where I was tight with him, that I 
would look for him. 


liow about Joseph Stassi? 


What activities, if any, did you have with Joseph 


Stassi? 


The people I hung out with used to speak to 


itt an | 
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He'd be walking in the yard and someone might stop him and 


say hello, talk to him. I walked the yard with him and he 


was talking to me ahout Hoboken, that they used to call 
him Hoboken Joe, 

@) You walked the yard with him on how many occa- 
sions? 

A That I walked with him? 

0 Yes, walked side hy side where you could walk 
with him. 

A Very few. I would walk with my friends, and 
maybe one of my friends may be talking to him, making that 
conversatior with him. I never talked to him so often: 
Hello, how are you. 

9) Just hello, how are you? 

A Most of the time. 

a) Do you recall the conversations that you testified 

Other than those conversations, did you ever have 
any other conversations with him? 

A Yes, I did, 

On how many occasions? 

One or two other conversations, 

And over what period of time were you in there 
while he was there; how long were you in Atlanta Penitentiary? 


From 1968, 9, 1970, part of 1971 and part of 


8 mcesr 
I was going -- 


0 The day of your release you had a conversation 


with him. 


A There was a conversation when T was on -- actually 


reaily, I wasn't involved with the conversation. I was with 


one of my friends who was a friend of Joe's sitting on the 
bleachers there with Danny Grillo. 
Q That is a conversation at the bleachers about 
which you testified to today? 
A Right. 
fe) Any other conversations that you can recall other 
than those two you testified about, one when he talked 
about Hoboken? 
Yes. 
Any others which you can recall? 
Yes, I had a conversation with him before. 
a) Now, the other conversation, do you have any 
idea when it took place? Was it after you heard the 
liscussion in the honor dorm? 
TAR: He is trying to summarize the testimony 
your Honor. 


When Mr. Perna and Mr. Sorenson had a conversation 


the honor dorm? 


lidn't hear you. 
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Was the other nversation 
MR, NADEN: Can we go to the bench? I'm terribly 
sorry, your Honor, but this is important. 
THE COURT: You make a note as of now, 

Q Was the other conversation with Joseph Stassi 
before or after the conversation with Sorenson, with Perna 
and Verzino in the honor dorm? 

Before. 

Re fore? 

Yes. 

How long before? 
I don't recall. 


Other than that one that was before the conversa- 


tion in the honor dorm, the one when you say you were leaving 


and the one at the bleachers, the one ahout Hoboken, do you 


recall any other? 


A That me and him were just sitting de 


talking? 
Q Talkina about some subje¢ matter. 
have spoken to the man a few times but nothing 
serious lik that. 


Nothing that you can remember the subject matter 


You want 9 know the subject? T haven't spoken 


Condello - cross 

THE COURT: For your personal use. 

THE WITNESs: Nothing. 

People were giving it to you? 

I had it, I was dealing with it. 

I see. You had to buy what you sold? 

Pardon me? 

You had to pay for what you »ought and 

Right. 

Do you know Duckie Fontanna? 

Yes, I do. 

How do you know Duckie Fontanna? 

He used to be a partner of mine. 

When were you a partner of Duckie Fontanna? 
A Before I went to Atlanta Prison 
Q Now, when was the time that you had your first 


conversation in which you related anything about Mario 


Perna ment‘oniry drugs in the Atlanta Penitentiary 


with Verzino and Stassi? 
A When was what? 
Q The first time you ever made ‘ny statements 
about that? 
THE COURT: To an agent? 
THE WITNESS: When I first started cooperating 


with Agent Bradley. I think it was around, I guess, 
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October. I started telling him the way everything 
started how J got involved with all these peopie. 
I knew them, and I told him everything I know ti. day. 

Q You told him this is the kind of thing "I can 
give you"? 

A I told him I can give him my two connections, 
and I told him how different things came about in the 
prison and how I started knowing them. 

Q Your two connections with who m? 

A Mrrio Perna and Ernie Malizia. 

Q That was the source from which you were getting 
your hercin? 

A Yes, it was. 

. Q During what period of time did you receive 
w 
heroin from them? 

A Up until my arrest when I started getting the 
heroin'up until my arrest. 

Q Until the time you were in the Halfway Houe? 

A I didn't get no heroin when I was in the 
Halfway House. 

Q When did you get out of the Halfway House? 

A Some time after November. 


THE COURT: How soon after that did you start 


getting heroin? 


BcST COPY AVAILABLE 
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THE WITNESS: I started with the pills and 
then I went to marijuana and finally made a connection 


for heroin. 


THE COURT: When did you make a connection for 


THE WITNESS: I believe it would be like in 
'73, around that time. 

Q And of course you testified here that that 
hercin, you were receiving from Perna and Malizia, had 
nothing to do with Joseph Stassi? 

A Yes, right. 

Q And you decided, did you not, that you wouid do 
what you could to try to get out of it by supplying this 
information? 

A Yea; ZI :é@ids 

Q Now, when did the conversation first come up 
that you would be able to get out of it when was that first 
mentioned to you? 

A Well, I spoke to Agent Bradley and to Carlo 
Boccia in October and like, it was, they waited to see 
what type of information I had, and then to see if I wouid 
go through with what I proposed to them. And once I 
started doing what I had to do, they told me they would go 


to bat for me as much as possible. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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He was talking about Verzino, about Mario, 
about strychnine, also about hitting Verzino, killing him 


and Tommy Kapatos was mad because Mario didn't take care 


of what he was supposed to and then Joe said, “Maybe it is 


for the best with Tony in the prison and Suzie outsivce, 
if Tony gets hit inside, Suzie would know plenty of what's 
going on and she could spill] her guts.” 

Q It is your testimony that Joseph Stassi sat 
there and discussed it with you sitting where you could 
hear it? 

The man did not discuss it with me. 

How far away were you? 

I was right sitting like we were all together. 

Like as close as I am to Mr. Nesland? 

Yes, sir. 

What did Mr. Kapatos say? 

Concerning what? 

Did he mention the strychnine? 

I just told you that. 

What were the words he used, that you recall? 
I can't use the words he was using. 


Well, qive us your best estimate of the words 


he used? 
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He was hot, he was mad. 

THE COURT: Try to think, if you can, think of 
any words that you heard him say? 

THE WITNESS: JT don't know exact words, your 
Honor. The man used profanity like anybody else would 
that had malice towards someone. 

MR. NESLAND: Your Honor, if he wants to hear 
the profanity, this man wants to deliver it that way and 
defense counsel is asking for it, tell him the conversation 
as you recall it. 

Q If you remember it. First, do you rem-nber 
the specific words of Kapatos”? 
A Kapatos used to use yvord regularly. 

Would you answer my question, Sir. 

Do you remember the conversation? 

THE COURT: Yes, he remembers at least one 
specific word. 

Do you want to hear it? 

MR. GARLAND: Yes. 

THE COURT: Yhat's the one specific word? 

THE WITNESS: Motherfucker: 


‘si ’ : : : 
What else do you remember about the use of 


About Perna, about sending 1n 


SOUTHLEN 1) 
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I told you everything else. 

Now what else was -- 

THE COURT: This thing about “spilling guts”, 
who used those words? 

THE WITNESS: That was Joe, Joe Stassi. 

Now, what other words were used? 

I told you just what I remember. 

I want you to go back over them. 

THE COURT: lie's enticled to have you repeat it. 
If he wants you *o, he can have you repeat 2¢. 

Q Repeat your story? 

A Kapatos was talking about the strychnine, and 
he said, “That motherfucker didn'* take care of what he 
had to do with the strychnine." 

Then Joe, like interrupted, “Well maybe, it is 


for the best because if Verzino would have gotten whackcd, 


if Tony got whacked in here, it could have brought worse 


results with Suzie because she knows about the whole 
business and she would have spilled her guts about that." 
Q Anything else? Was that it? 
That's what I remember. 
@) Do you recall any other discussions about it 
at that time? 


Not that 


Condello - cross 
included in tht conversation at that time? 
A What do you mean inciuded? 
Q Did you ever have a discussion about that 


anybody elsc? 


THE COURT: He is trying to say were you 


surprised that Jne Stassl spoke in that manner before 


is that your question? 
MR. GARLAND: Yes. 
THE WITNESS: No, I wasn't. 
Q Did you have any conversations about 
strychnine to anybody else in there? 
A NO. 
Q With anybody? 
Not that I recall. 
Did you report this to anybody at that 
tT didn’t. 


you report it to Verzino? 


When was the first time yo reported that 
vernment, that 
When I started coop 

COURT: When? 


E WITNESS: Right after 


THE COURT: Shortly atter 


with 


Vou, 


Q | 


/ 


THE WITNESS: Around October, I guess it was. 


3 Q At the time you reported that conversation, 


was the agent taking notes? 


ames down. 


5 A I know he was writing nha 


Q Did you use the word strychnine and Kapatos 


P i as being the word strychnine that came out of his mouth ? 
| 8 A Yes, I used the word strychnine. 

9 @) Did you mention Joe Stassil? 

10 A Yes, I di 


11 Q As saying this conversation about Verzino? 
12 A Yes, I did. 
13 0 And this was in November of 1973, is that right? 
14 THE COURT: November, 1973. 
15 THE WITNESS: I'm trying to think. 
16 Q When was it? You started in November ot 
17 1973, is that when you mentioned this conversation? 
| 
. | 
18 A I explained everything. I told him everythin, | 
19 that was true. How I got involved -- 
2 THE COURT: Did you tell him aki this, the first 
2 lay i these thincs e out bit by bit over a period ; 
22 Of 3 j 
| 
yA QO You remember this about the strychnine for 


first 


ps22 Sondello - cross 


that you told him? 


MR GARLAND: Would you ask him to turn and 


look at the jury and have him -- 
NESLAND: I object to that 
COURT: Please do not instruct the witness. 


GARLAND: I asked him to turn and look at 


the jury. 


COURT: Please do not instruct the witness 


at any time. 


MR. GARLAND: I thought your Honor had 


finished. 


THE COURT: Now, the question and answer, 


try to figure out whether it was before January lst that 


you told him this story. 

All I can say, 1S one thing, your 
lionor, the first day I had met with Agent Bradley, I 
mentioned Joe Stassi's name. I know the name was 


mentioned because I just was shown how I got tied up and 


people T had known over there. But for me to 


started cooperating : se was putting 
nether and how they hated Verzino and every- 


: 


But for me to specily a date, it 1s 


impossible. 
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THE COURT: Do you think it was before Christmas 


THE WITNESS: I can't answer that. 


Do you think it was in the first three months 


\¢ 


after Christmas? 


iR. NESLAND: I object to this. He said 


he couldn't remember. 


MR. GARLAND: I am entitled to test this man's 


: 


memory about this claim of the use of the word strychnine, 


and I think the jury is entitled to hear iE ae 
THE COURT: I apologize, I didn't mean to ~~ 
Do you remember whether it was in the first 
three months after 1974 when you first started cooperating, 
that you first mentioned the word strychnine in Kapatos? 
In 1974 when I finished with Mario's case, 
I wasn't doing anything except mentioning names. 
Q You know when Mario was arrested, February 


don't know was h lst, but was 


February S s when your good friend 
Mario was busted? 
Yes. 


the word strychnine 
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coming out before Mario was busted. 
Q You related the conversation of the man 
Kapatos before Mario was busted? 
Yes. 
Q Did you relate that conversation about the 
visiting room? 
A Yes 
The day you were leaving the penitentiary? 
ot tary e: 
COURT: When did you first do that? 
It was al] your Honor, you see, 
the problem is there that with 


making phone calls to Perna to 


then I was asking him questions, answering questions there. 


It is hard for me to put these dates together. 
do it. 

Q | time before you got Perna busted, you 
had given agents your claim that strychnine was 
mentioned penitentiary, and you had given to them 


‘rsation with you tne 


time before 


THiERN [ 
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[Jury present. ] 


Q Mr. Condello, you have testified concerning giving 


information to Agent Bradley. What do you recall saying 


about Joseph Stassi the first time you mentioned his name? 

MR. NADEN: May I approach the bench or the 
Side bar? It is very important. 

THE COURT: All right. 

[At the side bar:] 

MR. NADEN: I am sorry t> interrupt cross- 
examination, but what I am concerned about, Judge, is this 
3500 material of November 21, 1973 in which this man told 
Sorenson, stated that the old man had been to Atlanta, 
Georgia to see his brother. 

THE COURT: Where are you talking about? 

MR. NADEN: Right here [indicating] that the 
Old man had been to Atlanta Penitentiary. 

I am concerned with my client's defense. It 
might be construed that this question opened the door to 
the introduction of the 3500 material as to a prior con- 
sistent statement. 

We will deal with that when it comes} 
In the meantime we will continue. 
{In open court:] 


What do you recall saying the first time you 


oa? 
2 mcsr Condello - cross 
mentioned Joseph Stassi's name to the agent? 

A I start giving all the names that, you know --~- 
people that was supposed to be tied up the way he came 
down. 

THF COURT: What he wants you to do is to try 
to isolate everything as to what you said about Joseph 
Stassi, if you can. 

THE WITNESS: I had told him about seeing him 
down the by the sewing machine on the day of my release. 

THE COURT: This is your first conversation with 
Mr. Bradley? 

THE WITNESS: This is my first conversation. 
No, it is not my first conversation. I1 can't remember. 

I know, like, I have given you a problem here with dates 
but I can't say what was said on this day. There is too 
many things involved. 


Q Mr. Condello, did you talk with him a week before 


you first related somet hing about Stassi? Let me see if 


I can help you out. I will withdraw the question. 
first mentioned Stassi's name? Were you 
asked: "Do you know anything about Stassi"? 
No, I wasn't asked that. 
Q Were you asked: "Do you know anything about 


Anthony 
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A When I spoke to Bradley about my connections anc 
everything, the first I mentioned, like, Perna and 
Malizia and then, like, I mentioned tuat there was supposed 
to be the shipment to Tony Stassi and then I mentioned that 
he had a brother Joe Stassi in Atlanta who had told me at 
one time that he would get in touch with me. I explained 
that. That this was all done on the first day, I cannot 
remember. 

Q Was that the first things you recall relating? 

A If I say yes to the first things, then I am 
telling you this was the first day. 

Q The first things about Stassi? 

A You are still putting it on the first day. 

Q I'm not putting it on the first day. The first) 
things about Stassi, whether you related them on the first 
day or the twentieth day or the fortieth da6 -- 

THE COURT: At some point you mentioned the 
name Stassi. 
WITNESS: 
COURT: He 1s trying to get in that conver- 
Sation, whenever it was, that you farst mentioned the name 
Stassi. What did you tell him, if you now remember? Can 
you answer that? 


Well, the name Stassi come up when 
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I was telling him about Tony Stassi and then I said, 
"His brother is in Atlanta, who used to deal like with 
Mario and Tony, who were always walking in the yard with 
Tony Verzino. That was normal. 

Then I started explaining as I went on. 
can't say it was this time and that time. 

Q Tren later you would amplify, add more 

about it or did you say it all the first time; can you 
answer that? 


A Yes, I can. I didn't say evervthing the first 


Q As you amplified on it did the amplification of 
what you were saying to him, the additional information, 


did that extend over a week, two weeks or all the way up 


to when Perna was arrested? 


A Information concerning Stassi? 
Q Joe Stassi. Or did you get it all out by that 
point in time or when did you stop adding to it? 
A I would have to say that the first couple of 
would have to be out of the picture here. 
Is it correct that you kept adding information 
about Joe Stassi from your recollection of what had happened 
in the penitentiary for the first several months? 


A No, he was out of the picture completely after 


SOUTIELMN (OISd 


After the first weeks? 

Right, because my dealings was with Mario. 
Were over? 

No, they weren't over. 

When they were arrested? 


This isn't when I was talking about Joseph 


You were talking about Joseph Stassi in October? 
Yes. 
You were talking about him in 
A I said the first few months. 
Q I am just trying to get the months. October, 
November, December you were talking about him? 
A Possibly. 
Q Had you stopped addinq information by December? 
Had you gotten it all out, what you were remembering as 
your mind was working, your memory? 
A I can't answer that. I said the first few 
months because I was going over to New York every day 


Uc 
4 


picking up packages with the agent. I can't answer that. 


Q Occasionally you would remember some new thing 


about Joe Stassi during all these activities, you had so 


much going on? 


12 mcesr Conaello - cross 


THE COURT: The question is: Was it important 
to you that Agent Bradley write it down? 
THE W No, it wasn't. 
Yo ex@ cooperating for the first time. 
an important event to you? 
A Was it important? 
Q Yes. 
It is important if it would help me, but I wasn't 
making money where I would have an interest in what 
being wrote down. 
Q It is your testimony that it was not important? 
NESLAND: His testimony is not that. 
GARLAND : I am asking him what his testimony 
was. He asked "Was it important to me"? 


THE COURT: It is important if it would help 
a 


him, but as I gather, it wasn't important to whether 


Bradley was writing it down. 

MR. GARLAND: The answer was, he said 
not important to him. 

Was it important to you? 


it important to you what you 


were doing, not the fact that he was writing it down or 


not writing it, but the fact that you were giving informa- 


tion an f qet yourself out of the problem. 
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Was that important to you, sir? 

THE WITNESS: It is important if it was helping 
me, but it is not important whether he is writing it down 
because -- 

@) Your answer is that it wasn't important what 
you were doing -- it was an important event in your life? 

A It was an important event ? 

Q Yes or no or explain. 

What do you mean by “important event?" 

Q Significant, such as the birth of a child 
marriage. 

THE COURT: Go on to something else. Stop 
arguing. Of course it was important to him. 

MR. GARLAND: He asked me a question. 

THE COURT: He can't understand. is ridicu- 
lous. Obviously it was important . At stak 
going to jail or not going to jail. Obviously that is a 
point. 

GARLAND: I don't think it is ridiculous. 
E think is Obviously important. My question 1S: Does 
he remember whether the man wrote it down and ‘hy wasn't 


it written down, if it wasn't. 


THE COURT: He @Goesn't know why it wasn't 


written down.. Stop asking ridicuious questions, because 


four 


About that. 


is your 


the whole 


you was the 


sununon , 


ole 


out of that whole time you received 


him was ay you were 1n 


MR. KADISH: 
MR NADEN: Your Honcr, 


suppose good time 


have one request. 
avoid the 


I would ask that M bey -£o 


repetition 


didn't duplicate anything. 


from duplicati 


) 
ley. 


cad 


for clarification 


ee 
Nebbia, an 


in Atlanta Federal Penitentiart 


Joseph Stas 


who was 


you say now 


used to 1ike 


who associated 


Wha wou Le 


the time 


Just 


would see them 


cxmastat errs . 
WOULG 110 associate 


basis le you were 


Atlanta 


Joseph 


be with them 


Would 


were there? 


while you 


was that? 


since scen 


When did 


About two 


ny “ ae 
Nesland ana 


} 


been here testi 


anyone on regular basis: 


what went 


Has anyboay 


about what went down 


THE 


nd the 
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ne 
cil it 


a ae ‘. 
not think 
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Bradley - 


In regards to a conversation about strychnine, 


Q Did you ever put in your reports concerning a 
conversation between Joseph Stassi ana Condello that 
allegedly occurred | the sewing room of the Atlanta 
Penitentiary? 

A I am not sure what conversation you are 
referring to. 

Q Relate to the jury now what ir. Condello told 
you about a conversation on the 

penitentiary, where he said it took place and what he 
said? 

A I don't recall him telling me where it took 
place. The only thing he stated to me was, when he got 
home, Joseph Stassi said my brother will look you up and 
maybe give you a job, something to do. 

Q Do you recall him saying anything else to you, 
Cr ndello, about that conversation? 

The day he was goine home, that was the basic 
conversation. 
that everything you recall he said? 


this time that 15 all I recall. 


you have anything written in your reports 


your recollecti¢ that might add a 


The profits 


between them, yes. 


h state that he were one-third 


partners in this transaction? 


whether he ever stated what 
the partnershtp consis »9f fractionalTYy=witse. 
Do you have Perna tellina 
you that Verzino and h 
people involved? 
he would receive. 


1e received witl 


with Ve 
hn + o 
he began Nis co- 


operation you sat there 


January 


som months previ 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR, NESLAND: 
Q Mr. Verzino, I would ask you to spe 

is big room and it has bad accoustics and 
to hear what you have to Say. 


THE COURT: See that man in the corns 


glasses on? 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 
The COURT: Pretend you are taling t: 


Keep your voice up. 


MR. KADISH: I wonder if the witness eta 
up in the chair, From this side of the table in't 
even see him, 

Thnk you, 

Q Mr, Verzino, are you presently inc. 
® 
ig @ result of your arcvest on February 15, 1974 
; A Yes, I i, 
Q Were you arrested at that time by Yor 
State Special Prosecution's Office? 
A Yes, I WaS. 
‘4 Q Prior to that tim: were yOu on the re 
° A Ye 
Q Did you uave a Street name that you w 


she street or you were known by on the Stre 


= 
= 
<= 
os 
pw 
ws 
Lu 
ce 


eos 
received from Judge We1i d, were you sent to the 
States Penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia? 

A Yes, I was. 


When did you arrive in Atlanta, 


A Some time in June of 1967. 


Q While you were in Atlanta Prison, did 


a man named Joseph Stassi? 


. 
secona 


¢) 


Joseph Stass1 


A man named Joseph Lappl. 
Does he go by another name? 
Yes. 

What is his name? 

Joe Bec. 


During the tim yeu were in Atlanta with hi 


, aid you refer him by another name? 


Yes. 
What name? 
Rogers. 


you have 


While you were in Atlanta Prison, 


incarcerated with William Sorenson? 


Yes, I was. 


Would you please peint him out to the Court an 


my} . 


The man there wit! he dark glasses on. 


-4ent7§ 
Ldene1.1ea 


Did he wear them all the time Just occasion- 


personally met Mr Sorenson before 


went to Atlanta Prison? 
I had seen him, yes. 
You had seen him but you 
I nave never met 
Did you 


while you were in 


Do you recall 


v 


customer ind 


sparked his decision to talk 


' 


Hie 


a+ oo 
Fomers 


hat 


Please tell th Court and 


ne 
i 


Stassi said at 


h said, Mr. 
Well, 
think there was anyth 


could 


I was t 


price being very hig ccora 


heara 


eos 

knew Santanna had been getting it, but not 
Mr. Otvos had indicated that he and another 
Luarite had given Santana the merchandise 
yersation was left at that. 


Q d you have any discussion at 


find to help you out on this that time 


Not 


ximately when was it after you had h. 


A 


we would 


be interested, 


Well, 


but that 


how would 


of the thing be arranged, granting if 


asked for 


his people through his brother in 


the 


narcotics, 


And he said 


you 


know, 


that he would 


nm . 
rrance 


had already had from West Strect from yea 


ever 


That that 


wanted 


to contact 


would be 


a line while he was 


forward 


he 


him 


we 


a tetter- xf 
Z Sa id that wou 


the 


said 


said, hi 


Eves 


him. 


r 


versation 


within 


in 


reason 


touch 


acderess 


with 


y 


Verzino - direct 


p 


No. 1 rue Russo or Russell LaGerine, 92, 


aris 
Q Yo} had previously had that address from Mr. 
Otvos, is that correct? 
A Yes, I had it for some ycars. 
What did you do after you had this conversation 
with Otvos? 
I went back to the dorm 
the thing with Perna and we merely 
the thing was viable or whether it '’as possible and 
following day I spoke tc 
Q Do you recall where you met 
occasion? 


Probably 


were you with Mr. Stassi 


time period you were in Atlanta: 


meec 


A Yes. I said I thought that Otvos 
produce fron what he had told me of Santanna. 
from things I had heard in the prison and that Otvos was 
not a man given to idle boast or, you know, speculatina 
about things he couldn' 


The problem would be mechanical. 


getting someone in touch with Otvos' brother ana 


+ 


said that he possibly could get a hold 

put bim in touch with Otvos' rrevher in order 
about the feasibi’ity of *1 but we said, 
that a letter wouldi' good idea 
Naturally, is subje aw should it go 
possibly he could send his brother on a trip 


Which brother were you talking 


Stassi or knew of 


I gev him Gerard 


brother in orde: 


r partner 


that. yent back to 
Q What conversation did you have 
that time and where did you mect him again, 
recall? 
A 
E block. 
Q 
Block, yes. 
The cell compound away from the 


compound and we 


bs 


not absolutely sure ab 


Q What was the.conv 
at that time to the extent you 


it wou l 


be a gooa 
between us that 
written note, even unsig 


son who carried i 


°9S 


talk French. 


He said tha- 


notc. I asked him to 
paper anu, 
his brother would recogn’ 


they were noth privy to, 


past which would indicate to the brother 


of the letter did indeea 


the handwriting, you 


Were any 


Ty 4 
Duval? 


name 


In conversat 


name 


some way 


eter 


he would give us 2 
write a 
if possible, to 

ze as 


some personal 


bring 


+ oO 
note, 


short note 


something in the 
a private matter, 


ee 
matter ¢ 


wouldn' 


that the 


a snort 


on onion skin 


\ 


letter whic 


< 


something 


it of t! 


Dea 


ym Jean Claude p! 


eos rZino direct 
be hand delivered and it would be better not, you 


b 
brotner 


to have a name on it, merely some incident that his 


could identify and, of course, his handwriting. 
you recall the incident 
Yes, I do. 
What was that? 
He told me he would refer 
vacation trip he and his brother had 
the south of France or the countrys 


a tour with a caravan, a trailer, 


made water 
that he would refer to that, the time 


rir clothin« you know, and his brother 


eos Verzino - direct 


or ina nandkerchief becaus if you go 


om, you are patted down and a stiff piece of paper woule 


be apparent in your pocket. They may look at it % 
see what it was. You were not al 
messages in the visiting room. 
Q It was written on onion skin paper -- 
TUE COURT: Don't summarize. 
Q Did you finally get the letter that 
other day? 


I got the letter from 
do not recall. It might 
migu.c have been another day. 


os agave me that ict r, whether 


the following day. 


rks 


Q What did you do with it at that time? 
A I took the letter and I held it for a short amount 
£ time and Mr. Otvos told me, he assured me -- I asked 


him if he hed told his brother if the letter was for his 


5 


people ultimately,part of it, to assure them that in the 


event they did come to an understanding with any person wi 


§ send, it was to be understood they were not to deal 
9 simultaneously with Mr. Santanna as we Gid not wish to 
10 get involved with a double pot, that if any thing w to 
) 
il be done, to be exclusively with us. I did not reaa 
12 the letter. He told me he had put in there another 
13 warning but that his people, as he put it, woerc ize Of 
14 is, you know, want to stop them from dealing further 
15 with Mr. Santanna, but however he had reiterated in t! 
letter in the event his people might on their own ¢d 
7 to hold Santanna's wife's address as a “econdary ceali- 
“ 
+s point and I said fine, and I then took the letter anc i toc 
* 
it back to the dormitc« ‘y with me. I didn't read it 
) Z ' 
but Tt discussed it with Mr. Perna that Otvos had ‘liven re 
ec jetter 
n't recall! when T gare tiie letter t 
é - ce T¢ c either ‘ r1¢ eCVe;r ne ~ ¢ ~+ it 
- + se - ~1 2 m as 
4 ‘ ' s . ad j 
uw! - Tae -al} et} e)} letter w r 
» 7 « 
«> , , 


rks Verzino 
delivered? 
A Yes. I was told it was deliveiea, 
Q Do you recall approximately when you 
this and by whom? 
A When Mr. Stassi got a 
the letter to his brother and he ( >» tell Jean 
that he had given the letter to his bro:h 
ask Jean Claude or indicate to him in the event 


Couldn't reach an understanding with whatever pe 


was going to meet, that he would ask them 11 


then tell his w. :re to find his friend 


as a matter of convenience to him and as 
factor to the Frenchmen in that they mich 
Mr. Montelione was an alternate source, a 
source in any event and I told Mr. Otvos 
didn't think it would be necessary but he 
was up to his peopic outside 
there any discussi1or 


Stassi was going to 


from Fnaglan? to Paris 


woul, 


Claude 


within a matter of days. 


maybe a week and he would let 


accomplished the meeting. 
During this ti 
with Mario Perna about th 
A 
How often? 
A Several times. 


We discussed it and we discussed 


What were your discussion 


what our prof 
merchandise, 
than 
ho we could reach and I spoke with 
nd 


we could reach and Mario an 


micht possibly be interested 


Which Cirill 
Louis Cirillo. 
others that 
Several other p 
how many. 


there 


would 


belonged 


possibilit 


at was her 


Cuzzie Suare 


Presently, 


rks ips. Verzino ~ direct’ $33 


PA 
- 2 . 
y hex wiien ho’ gO) -Ou i - 
JOR me ng als p ae 
seas Ne 2 y 
us gigs Bhs ig Wasithers ny ‘other: Alvetes ion as to-what would 
: Seas ea a he ne mete s- : 
. Wat ‘Leng & eae ~ 
bardone: af: harcotics gaine in? a ' 
seas q Bt 4 : ey me ° . ‘e 
4 A wis ® Since Who would handle the work and Maric 
Fat ahi eel ie. . 
* + ' 
h Stdicated ‘thathhe would like Mr. Screnson who ‘was’ aj close ; 
ih eA eT. eee oe 2H + | 
gin friend’ of. his vas a: possibility and. "I said ft would like a 
A athe FS he a t 
eto) oe gee rae: POR ay ccdh civataciaa: we | 
7 dBratheyo of mine who | ‘was “my best man and a distant relation, i 
eye $e" % | 
is Nchitea Hin cousins blthough he wasn't. It wes a ' 
a _ ta ee = i 
— 
. a *Felatfonship by macziage. : 
, : SET PEER pees pee eae CFO ST EAS " 
“i Bx * a? 
Bact: AME Cre aee Sh. | “Wat was his name? 
: AE i. ns ae - : 
~ aS tal Fg a ay } 
By if, A “Marc6ne, sand we said possibly cither on cou’ { 
Sade is ee 4 
we ‘ : i 
9 «handle the narcotics, « Whowever Mr. Stassi-finally cot, 
‘*« | “-~ ’ al 
lf his brother or-whoever. j 
>A. |! "¢ . . i 
”“ , 


15 MR. KADISH: I can't hear. 


_ ° / 
0 Try to.speak up? 
A> Generally. we were trying to fic re out what sc 
' 
: 
is > Gone.and *Mario, saa he would like “-. Sorenson if 
' a" 
1g possihle because Mr:*Sorenson was’ then waiting to ao 
and ‘19 would like to see him. doash Mr 
ha) = t 6 i ) + la »} ‘ 1 
~ 
; 2 l & § "OY ne 
: C rx ] l re € ~} . oF to co ~ “Ar = i 
i Srder § f \ t he p 
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rks 


him to do the work. 


at the time. 


possibility to Mr 


2) What 


let it lay for the time 


Verzino - direct 


= 


It was sort of a 


Stassil. 


Stassi say? 


scheme 


Nothing concrete, but we hi 


would talk to Wr. 


was aoing to happen and we aqreed. 


@) During 


stages, did you 
\ 7Te5. 
a) Who 218 
N Now 


this time period the 


discussions with 


qirl friend, mistress, wi 


ne 
THE 
Lytk 

a hh 

¢ What 

A She 


®, What 


time period 


> 


being, that nohocy 


ao 


c - . a 
Sorens 


ie 
” vu | f ¢ P.¢ t \ ~4 
whate he She was 
: Wh was her last n 
38: Mer last name: 
her name in 1976? 
ysing the name O'Nell, 9 
the discussions you ha 


knew 


222 
Verzino - 
to get in touch 


come down and visit us and just generally al 


told her that if Bubbie should get in tcuch with her, 


would he for that purpose. 
Did there come a time you lea 
in fact gone to France? 
Yes. 
Do you recall approximately wh 
Some time in March or ? 


row did 


you please tell t 
Stassi said 
learned 


A 


from Trance and 


‘ people 


rks 
was, he spoke ult within hours, 
i contacted Tony and had met with him 
to the }; 
and that it 


that they had agreed on a tentative 


and $11,000. Exactly wh 


told him that probably 
heroin than had be 
were then in the process 
that: 4 shouldn't he 


any over 


Fnglish on their part and various 


derstoc ¢ IOW exactiy 


TKS 


the meeting would 


of the receipt of 


Avenue, 


me too that Mr 


that they were 


wasn't a need 


identify 


425 
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or I suggested 


on a hundred if that comes in. 


other arrangements and I said I thoucht 


Mr. agreed. 
How often did you discuss thi 
during the time period that 
Many times. 
Did there come a time, 
learned that Tony Stassi had 


had previously learned ai 


115 
fter the spring. 
not positive. 


ven July, but it was durine 


428 
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had a message from these persons and 


set appointment, but that the persons didn 


that he was going back <-- the original arrangement 

they didn't show on the date Set, 
would then attempt eact 
chance they missed each other. 
flying back that night to try 
the event the Frenchmen dia 
ficure out why they didn't 
language Barrier or tnrous 
us, possibly two nichts 

For example, if 
assume it to be tne 
count two full 

possibly they misunder: 
or became confused. 
brother had told him, on 
had known New York and pro! 


the strect but more 


he did 


Suzie or 


How were you 


Vis 


Our cus 


rxs 


Sorenson as 


We decided 


4.20 because one 


court. 
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The three of you had a conversation? 

At one time, yes. He assured us that he 
heard something from his friends, how I do not know. 
had a visit somewhere in the interim, 
letter, or his partner had a visit, someone. I don 
He said that they would be there and the second time 
to him, I spoke to him alone and he became not angrv, 
bit disturbed and he said didn't I have any 
and I said yes, but it has been a lonc time 
people that have been contacted, waiting, har 
he showed me a card that he said he had 
to him that there would be somethir 
discussed, it was postmarked W 


said that was up near Canada and he said yes, 


possibly they were waiting for goods to come in or 


Man & 


for one of the Frenchren to come in from either 
or Toronto. He didn't say, we just speculated, 


said to he patient and we said 


into November. 


aneous] 


carly morning 


balance of 
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Verzino - direct he LR 


together, that the next time to try to givo> ths 


3 money to Mr. Stassi, Tony Stassi that is, Pubby, ahead of 
4 time and that her brother-in-law should cet whatever 


5 | moneys -- 


6 Q By the brother-in-law, Billy Batts? 

; A Yes. I told her, because Billy had said he 

8 would have in the neighborhood of over $100,000 that he had 
5 


taken the first package merely as a trial package ar 
10 that he was satisfied with the price and whateve: 
11 try to get all the money you cén together. TEL) 


12 to get her money together and the next time try to bn 


13 as much as you can plus what you get and you handle Cuzzi 
14 She said she had gotten two safety-deposit boxes. Pu 


15 it away then come down here and if we can't qet somebody 
1 e Sand) . ‘ ~) } die Cieserion anar ach _ 7 at 
is co nandle it, you can handle Cuzzie and she said Tt 


would and then she left and just waited. 
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wu 
a) 


i 


anotl 


For both. 


Fourteen 


Sorenson 


had taken in company 


amounted to 


the holidays, 


said that 


merchand 


know exac 


»+ = 3 
2turned 
Nes a 


om | 


money 
i Hac 


concer: 


to his sister, i believe 


OQnother sister, and that 


dollars and had taken 


Was imposing 


Were +, 
2 there any conversat 
3 Sal ilions 
before he w 7 
vas released? 
es there were 


’ 


ca 
renchmé j 
ncehman during 


nic vo « 
> year a 
rsoorn 
Or more 


receiv 3 
~-Civea any 


he went hom> 


unnin 
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“sent-sore monies, I don't recall the exact amount, a thousa. 
' a. 


s ’ 


a 


or two, in, that area, to pay some gambling debts of his 
: | ; F 
and thevirious other monies to pay for certain services 
that he had gotten. obligations. 

Q Have you given money to anybody else? 


’ 


Yes, I did. 
# 
Out of the proceeds that you had earned? 
‘ves, 
Who did*you give that money to and how? 

A A inal of ours came back to the prison. He 
had been in court and he eventually learned of what had 
happened. 

Q Who is that? 

A Mr. Kapatos, Tom the Greek, 

5,000 initially because he had no money 

gone through some case which 

and later 2,500 moxe and Mr. $i ld me that he had 
sent him, I believe he said, 10,000 at that 


Q That is Tom Kapatos? 


‘ ‘ 
Several times. 


happened and once he to 


rece) 


been down 


but it 


was anyway, 


isclated convers 


adirect 
to cee his brother and 


heard from Mario. 


I 


hadn't 


That Mario had married Mrs. 


What conversation 


what he would do when you went 


, 
§ tO WH 


brother, that 


number fr 


same number because I told 


said in the event 


c °c, ; oo ~ . / 
c Pe ee oe ¢ ‘ 
15 eos? Verzino direct 


I had been in and that T would need to make scome onev. 


e agreed and I left on that agreement. 


sm 

Oo 
- 
fa] 


you previously obtained the names and 
5 addresses of a number of Frenchmen while you were in 
Atlanta? 


7 A Some Frenchmen in Atlanta, yes. 


ie 8) 


Q When you left prison did there come a time that 


9 you met Mario Perna? 


12 A In Brooklyn in front of an apart Fer 
j was living when I first ame oh e, near ?* a 
14 area. 
15 He called me un and I went a Astairs oO meet 
, 
16 him. I met him and Malizia. 
| 2. Ernie Malizia? 
re A‘ Yes. 
19 Q What name was Frrie Malizia using at that tin 
20 A Harry Luppes. 
o " 8 At that t e did s he ve conversatior 
iv } ( ill u lease tell the ri 1 
os On y tion 15 } t fad) "OU 1] . , 
s f 1 ¢ ! : t 
- 
. 


I asked 
he said he thought 


with 
wil { 


what was going on. ite had contact 


spoken once or twice, m not clear, 


that he felt that he id been cut out or 
cut out or that we had been cut out. 


asked him 


1? ‘. ) 
ne asneda me 


Atlanta and 
jump to conclusions, 
touch with me and unti 
any conclusions, 


to why he never 


a 


said, well, 
think the old 


ndo is wait 


Tony id that 


know, 


it was, : 


asions 


eosr 


brother, but to wait and 


but that in the meantime I had 


plans of my own been doing something on my own, you know, 


and that if I could do anything for him 
Okay, and we left it 


@ some small services 


@ period of two or three minutes. 
When was the second time 
with Joe Stassi and where? 
over the 
around the holidays, I helieve it 


8) The holidays meaning of 


On one occasion 
was there and I believe Mrs. 
the second occasion I 
jon't recall if Frnest Malizia was 
intended taking him, but I might not have because of 
fact that he was a fugitive. 


@) What is the relationship 


your wife Suzy? 


they see each ot 


into 
with Malizia and Perna, did there come a 
that Joey Condel]) WaS a custome 
did. 


you tell the Court and 


Circumstances of how you learned that 


457 


~~ , 
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began to get out of the car with 


a hand. es it 
it is. 
He said, 


I said, 


packaqce 


He Said, 


package, he said, 


the money that he 


qWoing to 


was a stiff, and about 


He said, no, 


later Perna 


arrested. 


on the 


he had called 


24 eosr 


it’s the end and shake 


more to do with him. 


hrought him the money. I am sure that 


later Mario told me that he had had a 
concerning Booby, sor 
in which Booby said 


and them 


I think you have got 


gOing to keep callin; 


Did there come a time after Mal 


that you learned that Perna was arrested? 


first or 


Subsedcuent to 


informant had been aqainst Mario Perna? 


res, 


am kK ere 
cnarg 


W1thn 


wanted to 


Court 


JUL 


Daian ce 


rksr 


7 2 6 8.F , Bw. NO , having 


ww) 
iv 


duly sworn, resumed the stand and testified 


as follows: 
CROSS-EXAMINATION [continued] 
NESLAND: 
You testified yesterday 
arrested approximately September of 
After Malizia was arrested, 


Hi:e ie q-), 
NAUSINeESs tha 


I cleaned out Malizia's 
records and some money out of hi 
Q Nhat did you do with 
A Originally 


of them 


to the papers that 


from Malizia's apartment? 


A y I told m 


of mince. 


cousin’s name? 


attendant. 


1 time after 


you did anythina wit respect to 


A Yes. cousin 


the authorities. 


Anprox 


DO you know his 
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1t has heen p 
‘xhibit 11 for identification and ask 
picture befor 
Yes, have. 
Co you recognize the perso: 
Not from that picture, no. 


you Governmen 


-Sk you i recognize the 


law 


The Frenc 


fn a | sé 
ror iacgenti. 


you recognize wi 


WITNESS : 


is thet 


at them now? 
GARLAND: From the copies 
what it says. We have Xcrox sheets. 
I object to relevancy. 
take it h 
tc connect it? 


ertainily. 


renprn: 


that book. 


appears on the left-hand 


everything 


Yerzino - cr 


A I don't know. That is the name 


him and my wife called him. 


Who is the sister-in-law? 
Frances Stassi. 

Those telephone numbers, 

Supposedly his telephone 

them. 

The ones with the 


numbers? 


York, no area 
QO 1e 877 number, is 
number? 
A Yes, so I was told. 


Where did you receive 


Ernest Malizia sometime 


2 Came her 
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I receiv@éd'no answer. One time I received, 3 
jk Re eo ata 1 
belicve,; a recording 


I don't quite recall, either 
AG ae ; 


ed 
> “ 


hé was out of order. 


65 9 


a. 4% if et 
4 MR. GARLA®D: We would like to register an 


* 


objection as to ,the*testimony concerning this book, the 
ee ‘ 


F *., 
events: with Maliziagén the grounds that we have generailv 
stated, previously, -4s to scope, and pendency. 


0 I direct-Your attention to another portion of the) 
~e f 
eee 


“ book’ and please read, the bottom three-quarters of that 
Spade, what appeats’en that page. 
THE, COURR: - _Keep your voice up. 
A First ithe ‘word “office.” Then’ &65-4692. 
beneath it the* word,” Franklin" 305-949-9096. 
Qh. >What arelithose telephone numbers? 
A, I believe they were for Mr. Fddie franklin, 
Joe Stassi's lawyer) 
Q Do you ixifea11 where you obtained. those? 
te 
A One of them at least from Joe Stassi and one 
from Malizia. 
Q I show you Government's Exh 


1 


fication and ask you to look at 


is a photograph. 


you knov 


+ , , 


snow yot!t what nas Yoeen 


Exhibit 31 for identificati 


what 


recoqdnize the 


Yes, 


COURT: 


notning |! 


think you should 


4 


it was later. 


pictures may have 


clear up that, 


a witness. 


knowledge? 


knowledge 


The only 


| 
ecetters or 
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COURT: Under what circumsta 
Ni TNESS: In the Visiting room. 
COURT: You saw those pictures? 
WITNESS: 
NADEN: I @on't know 
On the ‘ast photogragh but 
TUE COURT: I can't hear you. 
MR. NADEN: I thought the examinatic 
been completed on the prior photograph as 
it in accordance with the 
the Government qualify that photograph 
sort of avoided that and went onto the mous: 
THE COURT: The mouse picture is 
I don't think it is tremendously importa: 


and therefore I am not being as reticent as I an 


with respect to identifying pictures. 


MR. NESIAND: £ Offer 2t. 
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ht been told. 


What was the name cf the mouse? 


Pepino. 


Q I show you what has been marked Government ' 


> 


Exhibit 31-C for identification which was removed fre 


Government's Exhibit 31 and ask you if you recognize 


people in that picture. 
Yes, I do. 
Who are the people in that picture? 
A My wife, Mrs. Fran Stassi and 


friend. 


Verzino - direct 
When were you introduced to Tom 
friend? 
A In Atlanta in the visiting room 
MR. GARLAND: Can we see the picture? 
MR. NESLAND: Government is offering Government 
Exhibit 31-c for identification. 
MR. GARLAND: We request before he offers 
be allowed to sec it. 
I show you what's marked Government's 
for identification which has 
1 for identification and ask you to 100k 
in that picture and teil me if you can re 
A Yes. 
@) Who are they? 


A It is my wife, Mrs si and 


daughter. 


‘@) Can you tell by looking at that picture what the 
y J 


event was? 


A Yes, it. was the feast, San 


a 


Verzino - direct 
cumulative at this point. 
THE COURT: That objection is overruled. 
They are received. 
(Government's 

1n evidence.) 

Q I show you what has been warked Government's 
31-E for identification, removed from Government's 
identification, and ask you 1f you recognize 
in that picture and what that Picture reflects? 


A Yes. It is my wife, Mr. Stassi's 


Stassi's daughter and Mr. ssi Icanddaus} 


@) Can you tell by looking at that picture wh 
the event was? 
A This was Christmas. 
NESLAND: Government offers Government's 
for identification into evidence, 
(Government's Exhibit 31-F was received i, 
evidence.) 
MR. NESLAND: May 1 have 


Exhibit C identification 
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Sano - Girecse 
you recognize that as? 
It is a picture album I had in Atlanta. 
MR. KADISH: In Atlanta? 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


Atlanta Penitentiary? 
THF WITNESS Yes. 
MR. NESLAND: May the record rotlect i 
removing from Government's Exhibit 32 for identific 
one of the pictures which I would ask that 
Government's Exhibit 32-A for identification. 
Q I show you what's been marked Government's 
for identification and ask you if you recognize the peo 


in that picture? 


Tell us who each of those people are? 


My wife, Mr. Stassi's wife, my mother, my 


father. 


MR. NESLAND: ‘covernment offer: 


ication into 


COURT 


n 
i 


THE COURT: All of those pictures you had : 


ac 
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Yerzino - direct 


ence to pictures like that, he should stat 


taken. 
TUF COURT: 


4 


RK. GARLAND: I understand. 


TUE COURT: You can cross-exatT'n 


auf 


dire him. 
MR. GARLA??: It dosn't go tc 


to admi 


Tlii COURT: If it is not going 


you can cross-examine him on it when you cross-exami 


(Government's Fxhibit 32- 


in evidence.) 
2) wow, I show you 


+ 


ment's 32-A and ask you to m 


Verzino an *S”". Now would you please mark 


BA EA And the other two in there are 


your mecther and*your father? 


A Yes. 


Now, on Government's Fxhibit 31-0 whiecn is 


Se 


I ask yon to ] abeve 


483 


(see oF 


ps9 Verzino - direct 
Don't try to speculate why. 

MR. NESLAND: May the record refiect 

reading Government's Exhibit 20 in evidence. 

“Dearest Suzie: 

"Just a few lines to let you know that I 
received your last letter and was glad to he 
was well. I myself have been basically fine 
but had my back teeth pulled, so IT have bten a 
under the weather latcly. am sorry, 

I forgot your birthday but the truth 
had reminded me about your birthday, 


remembered. Your letter reminded me that 


my father's birthday some time this month." 
) Y 


Q When is your father's birthday? 
A In October. 
When is your wife's birthday? 
September. 
Q "When, I don't Know. Sure, but I 
a card hoping it makes it in time. 
rememoer those things unless I am remindcc. 


ven 
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Verzino - direct 
for all the world, but I just foraot 


St Honey, don't be mad about me. 


wt? 


MR. NESLAND: Your Honor, you have to 
letters. I will read each one of them. 


THE COURT: Can't you come to the relevant 


MR. NESLAND: May the record 
read portions of these letters. 
THE COURT: Read portions that 
relevant. 
MR. GARLAND: At the time he identifi: 


as Government's Exhibit 29, cculd he indicate 


the letter that appears on the envelopes? 


THE COURT: I'm sorry? 

MR. GARLAND: If the 
appears on the enveiope -- 

De you recall when you 


No cxact 


485 
Verzino - 
Net exactly, 
‘69 or ‘70? 
1s I recall, I'm not sure. 


Did you have 


in prison? 


NESLAND: 


teeth pulled? 
To the best 
iI had several teeth pulled. 


Q And the month of your wife's birthday 


September and the month of your father's birthday 


The portion of the lcttcr: 


"Honey, when vou 


Who is the Joe referred 
Joseph Stassi. 


NFESLAND : 


reading Government's Exhi portion thereof, 


letter itself is dated September 16, 1969: 
"I received your latest 
and although I was hanpy to hear fror 
saddened to hear that the little fellow 
t seems almost comical to b 
mouse and yet I can realize how 
Tell Fran I said hello and send ny 
anxiously waiting to hear how her 
feeling. I miss him very much anda hope 
is doing well. And doing well. 
sincerest and best wishes. In a 
an Older brother to me Recause 


the truest sense of the word. 


met none hetter 


$13 Verzino 
met none bettcr, the 
A Joe Stassi. 

MR. NESLAND: May the record reflect 
reading Government's Fxhibit 22 
thereof dated March 8, 

"Dear Suzie: 

“Just a line or two to let you 
terribly and hope you are fine and ail. 
great many things to tell you when I sec 

is all good news.' 

Do you have a recollection 
to on that date? 
I believe I was 


with Otvos. 


MR. NESLAND: May the 


reading a portion of Government's 


which is dated: 
I have received your iatetest lecter 
very hapnny to hear from yeu and hopin: 


about the visit. 


il and the 


I 


in evidence, a portion 
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Verzino ~ direct 
What year were you referring to? 
1970. 
And you were referrina to April and May of 1970, 
correct? 
Yes. 


This letter was written prior to 


I have some good news for 
were you referring to at tn 
NEWMAN: Objection. 
May we have a side bar, please, yo 
(Side bar.) 
MR. NEWMAN: Your Honor, prior 
to the letters and I objected on the grounds of seif- 
serving documents and premature -- 
THE COURT: They are not self-serving. 
are statements in the course of the conspiracy. 


‘ 


MR. NEWMAN: What they are being offered ior, 


they are beina offered now really as prior consistent 
Z 


statements. 


sume they are being 
} 


in furtherance of the conspiracy. 


execpt they are 


489 


psl5 Verzino - direct 


A 


offered that way. They are being offered 


that were written and he's asked to interpolate 


he wrote before, the theory being that this is 


credibility. Whatever the intent is, the 
coming across and that's why argue 
THE COURT: I can't psychoanalyze th: 
ment's approach. 
MR. NESLAND: He doesn't want 


and now when I read a portion 
THE COURT: Your objection is overrul 
get your point. 


of side bar.) 


rkas 
In open court 
MR. NESLAND: May 


portions of Government Exhibit 


about it all. 


What were you ref 


plot or whate 


Frenchman. 


rkas2 Verzino - direct 
I move to strike any answer. 

MR. NESLAND: Then I ask to read all the lett 
from beginning to end. 

THE COURT: Don't get so excits 


an objection. 


MR. GARLAND: don't have any okjection to 
reading the letter. 
THE COURS: The objection is overruled. 
NESLAND; can't read these out of 
COURT I am sustaining you, don't 
excited. 
MR. NADEN This witness 
whatever he chooses at this time. 
THE COURT I understand your position and th 
is fine argument you can make to the Jury but your 


objection is overruled. 


Here is another portion of Government's Exhibi 


will write again this coming week and let you 
Things look fine. 


piece 


heve hance 


“BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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ese & 
Verzino - direct 


Now, you commenced your coopr 
1974, is that correct? 
Yes. 
time did you tel] th? 
these shipments of narcotics? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you tell the Government 


shipments of narcotics? 


When for the first time eid 
ment the truth about these shipments oc 

Some time in March or April 

MR. NESLAND: nat's all the 
your lionor. 

THE COURT: It is: now 12 0*cioc! 
it you don vant t right 


>'clock and devense counsel have 


time to prepare, and it scems ma that 


why don we just break now and we will 


that 


the courtroom.) 


the record furthc: 


itional it 


showing the 


NESLAND: ALL right. 


was 


any governmen 


ue cooperating 


Do you have any knowledge 


Cunningham gave that recordina to 


that 


versation, I don had any 


conversation wi 


@@ir to say concern 


up? 


vou rephr tk 


ase 


tnat 


of New York State 


. Cunninghan 


you 


whatsoever wh rh concerned the defend 


up, this case? 


Tentioned someone but the 


>) brothe 


1 


other: 


4 \e &e 


Verzino - 
+ ae lt faiz to say that $7 
Q Yor, aid mat, you did n@t ment 
M's 


next new’ ‘beatings wteer that? 


: 
soy? 


Ay 1% ebm’ t Geox hecause jl was ask! ar i+ her 


several times. ' 


& 
‘ > 


o. They wamlt saeking information, , 29: 


asking. yom what a@M@ee the Stassi brorners, aot: 


° “ + 


didn’€ say anyth tag?» 

A ) I 94id-gemsthinc, vas, 

Q After a while, huc notéat 

A At fivet: yes. 

0 ts £8 fair to s-2: 
about them, vou said, "I den‘'t know 
about"? 

NoM Meets not wrt I sail. 


wa@s tc that . ffeck. wv dod ret imptiest 


I 6 Lidtot implicate Mr. Joseph Stxei, “no. 
Ana ah reason you Aidh't imp) cane. than was 


hecause they .- ‘Ived in the consps csty thec you 
yf 4 
have relgt@s, ist: i> a fact 
‘ 


Ss ee | | BEST cart -AVALIBLE 


“* - -« 4 : 
‘ ‘ nee 


" , 2 4 
Now, How many hoi-3 nos woeld “you saee, 


4 ; ' “43 - 
yerrnd with @heee Yoceral . ‘Ss gents “niger 


- 
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Verzino 
September? 
A I have no idea, 
10, 20,. 507 
excess Of 50. 
Q it.ie fair to say; is it 
very good idea in the very first days of your coop 
that the Government, *e:ng Federal or State or whoever 
there, were interested and were askin; you questi 
about the S*tassi brothers, o: one of them, : £9 Case 
say that you knew that in your mind that the Governmen, 
was interested in that? 
Yes; I aid. 
Q I believe it was your testimony 
direct that it wasn't until March or 
the real story as you described it here lS NOrniuc, 
that is as you described it as the real story came out 
is that true? 
A Yes, that's 
August and September an! Cectober 


November and December and January 


cwod, would 


Guring KnOle pei ic »f time the 


Verzino -cross 
(Side bar.) 


MR. GARLAND: I would not iinish my cross 


today. There are a ‘wmber of letters written by him that 


were just produced during the luncheon L-reak, and 
according don't releate to this but they are letters 
from himself to his wife. Maybe I will ogo over it. 
But if I do not finish, I would like the opportunity to 
reopen after I read the letters. 

Tim COURT: I told you, if you come up with 
sometiiing concrete, I will entertain an application. 


MR. GARLAND: I might put it ina 


You probably won't finish this 
afternoon. 
THE COURT: We have to quit today at four o'clock. 
(End of side bar.) 
THE COURT: Are you ready to proceed? 
MR. GARLAND: Yes, sir. 


CROSS EXAMINATION 


started your career selling 


heroin 


heroin on a continuous basis untii 


WrecTAWwr 
JESLAND : 


GARLAND : 


connection 


~-4 


And you gave 


contents 


inderstand yo 


Same kind 


you knew he was worki 


habeas corpus 


and asked you 


Stassi 


Pnerearter, a 


c 


resent with the United States 
was taken -- Walsh, not Welch, 


attorney for the governmen 


4 


your lawyer asked you quecstio! 


A Yes. 


tape recordi 


to jlefense counsel 


trial. 


‘* 


ay we have 


tnat c 


them 


cks : ? Véettino - cross . 1833 
+ 
prosecutor knows the question, I think, that you would 


take a lie detector test? 


" - —_ 


‘ . — 
I said el would take a, lie detecter test on one 


question, as to whether or not the arcotics was arrestec 
with came frort Mr. S 3° and ! id } ara I will taxe a 
lie @etector tese or 

0) Did you use these wore " trvine to teil 
you something, the truth, sce ind n give me a li:e 
A@ctector test, this is no bullshit.” 

A I don't know I remember the 1: 
test being used in tne context of th goods 

WAS. 

In any event, when you left that meetinc, you 
hadn't completed the objective of your sche. - . at time, 
had you, your problem of federal, prosecution, your wife's 
prosecut ion? ? 


BN I had no problem with federal pro.ecution. 


Q You knew that you could be charged federaliy for 


your conduct, didn't you? 
No. As’ a matter of fact, I was sure I wasn’ 
coing to be iarqed federally. 
Q You are positive, before you went to that 


I would have bet on §t, yes. 


a 4g Oe ¥ ae *: 
Verzino - cross 
Who? 
Three or four of them. Korniloff, Caffrey, 


Cunningham for the State, Mr. Fallon © Federal 


people, 
When? 
A That they 4S 4 matter of giving me a graver 


charge for turnince me over to the Slate on all these 


charges. 

0 When were vou tola that? 

A rT? ig! I was a-rested and when I was 
indicted, it was evident. I mean I was incicted for 


everything 1 was arrested for by thé State pe ole ané told 


that all charoes would be turned over to the Sicte in 
order to face yraver punishment. § therefore, the 
question docsn't exist of greater qr-viiy. 


Q And at the time you reached your agreement with 


them and tendered yovr plea to a court, that was in 1975, 


right? 
Yes. 
What date, sir? 


Tt waS some time in July or 


August -- you are talkin@ abiut the plea I + :0k? 


Q Yes, the riea you took? 
; 


Some time this year, in che summer, 


‘ 


wee: 


Verzinc 
That she w lone 
Frances Stassi 


A 


in February, 


in contact 
remember if 
You tried 
by telephone when; you 
yes. 


trat was 


Definitely not to my knowledge. 
Q And although your wife was freque:.tly 
her, she never discussed this to your knowledge 
Stassi. 
A To my knowledge, no. I told her not to. 


Q And when your wife was associating with Mrs. stas: 


4 


it was in no way connected with what you have testii 
about here, was it? 
A No, it wasn 
THE COURT: 
Mrs. Stassi? 
MR. GARLAND: iirs. St 
his wife and Mrs. Stassi is my question, your Honor, 
nothing to dowith what he is testifying about as to 
allegedly went on. 
THE COURT: Your answer to that w:s 
THE poe: —Phat’'s correct;- yes. 
Q Now, when did you first -- were yeu 
after you were in custody that Mr. Stassi haa 
killing ofyour wife? 
A Somethine aie St Peet, VRE. 


THE COUR™;: Ne said when? 


GARLAND : é Gd out: to say ‘when. I wonted 


to establish first 


ihe. 3 


t 


i 


> f 


Verzino - crogs 
Oh, I see, 
When was it? 
Sometime after tho New Year of 1975, 
As best you can place itb 
Well, the most concrete tine 
around, March or April of 1975, 
WhO told you? 
» I deduced it from Something 1! was told 
) And who told you the thing that you were to) 


you deduced it frem? 


t ; 
A Various persons, Mr. Nesland spoke bout, 
EET 


agent named -Kornilofé 
MR. KADISH Who? 
THE WITNESS: An agent named Korriloff. I be’; 
another witness “old me, NOt connected with 
Q Who was that Other witness? 
am trying to recali. 1 don't ex: recai? 
person who told me later in the 


T had heard Pe nal 


Inmnot recall 
D| ; + 
An inmato 


There -yvore hyo eS Khere. 


; 


VYerzino - cross 
In what prison were you in at that time? 


At that time -- I don't know if [I should answer 


All right. I won't prass it. 
I was in a prison. 
And you were there in protective custody 
THE COURT: This is the time you were - 
you started cooperating? 
WITNESS: Yes, six. 
Q Jow, the date in this prison 
what was the best date you could ‘place it? 
A Sometime in April. 
What year? 
This year. 
Q Now, that’ was before you entered your p 
state.court, was it not? 
A Yes, it was. 


Q Ane that was before Mr. Cunningham said that 


there was an agreement reached with you. 


No, there was an gral agreement thot had been 


hat. 
you s:ating, that fir. Neslane 


rdered your wife killea. 


that Hr. Nes 


- 8 


? 
, 4 jJpas v1 eross } i 1334 
2 certain guest\: 40h indicated to me that it was my 
3 wife that he was talking about. s 
‘ a : : 
4 fy T# it your sgestime ry that when sorsone asks 9 u 
5 vestions, you can deduce what they are talkine about 


6 | sometimes? 
7 A At times, ves. At times, yes. 
.@) It is net too hard to @o, is it? 
yr, At times, it is not, ne. 
9 You were asked a lot of questions from ft! 


of your first attempt to cooperate begqinnins in Aujust 


‘ a 
A Certainly. 
2, From which you could deduce the i»*ormatinon: 
A At times, ayes. 
a nn a - - os 


OY And dt wadae difficult for you with your 
experience to*folloy the line of quegtionine ana to de: 
sonetimes sic Etormation that was in the wssessjon ¢ 
the mind of the jubbaeks. was jt? 

A Well, I was privy to the knowledcc anyway. 


e 


So they may ask a question pertagning to soncthing © did. 


Then certair *y st, Allah eet caslet, 
= ? 8 
2 Yor formed beil.ck, ddd you not,. that .'r. S* psi 


ves : 
had ordered the execution of youg wife. 
' ) 
; ae ae y 
A Yas. Yoi could soy that, yes. 


a ie 


, of i, Q Tha wos eprinin: tagyou since vour wife hats 


y FN 


uw~ $09 


1 jpas ‘ Verzino - cress ’ a 

2 been én.fig, Stasui's home to ‘our wwledaec, even afte: 

3 you weye arrested. 

‘ ° 


4 A Yes. It was surprising to me. 


5 '@) You bolieved. it? 


Yes, © diG; 


Of coursé, that affected the way you ‘tol ybout 


Gidn't £t< 


Yes, it cofrtainily did. 


10 Q ° Was it beforg or after you 


converted it to a belief that you decic VOU WOUS 


3 7 Mr. Stassi? 


that 


4 it, deduced 


a . Q From the remarks 


mace to 


A 


9 


of that 


been any 


Heel Ale } 31 


rOup 


Q And you had en 


the penitentiary, 


[In concert wi 


You are asking 


And in 
THE COURT: Spi what r: 
WITNESS; Crime profit: 


This 


; > 
20Ound 
slalizia hz 


brought 


NES LAN! 


completely, 


refres 


se 512 = 


ks3 Verzino cross 
tell her what to say, did you? 


A I believe not. I can't answer 


absolutely because I may have. I don't rec 


opportunity during that period of time. 
‘) This would have teen just a litt 
is conversation in which you told her 
Say now you don't recall doing that- 
Duri 
During what per} 
what to tell th: Government? 
Prior to my cooperation. 
When is that in roint «1 
While I was in the Tombs. 
Q And you planned the stery with 
you were going to tell? 
A No. I heard Mr. Stassi and 


brought down and I assumed it was in relat: 


and I thought possibly that Mr. Perna migh’ 


or anyone, anyone conrectcd 


was absolute 


Bentventna wo7,dead, and 


order to 


+h 
weet. 


al 


question 
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Verzino 
At that time, no. 


Did you tell her the details? 


A No, there was no need to tell her the deta: s. 
She knew the details. She knew enough to fabricate a 
simple story. 


Q She knew enouch to fabricate like you were 
7 


doing? 


8: ; ‘iy! 
——_—$ —____A— That_is right. _ 


- 


’ 


5 ei 
ya 9) If you know something, it is 
» L 


4 fabricate other parts? 


i | 4 


You only invo’.ve the omission of 


12 
Q Or the irvlusion of facts which are 


false facts? 


A That 2 Ten ae at 


Q Tren it becomes true once you 
separate the truth from the falsity, you know that? 


A Yes. 


ne 


Q Were you made aware of when your wife first 
tole the Government the truth? 


y } 


I am stiil not 


made aware 


was to be 


3 


cross “ 1608 
Z “oe 
igs, duet! aan expression. é tho | i 


PS 


Ad 


ae 


or 
a 


. 


Je FOR Ba iu: 
’ 


ae 


A that.o1 on a date: in the’ latter part*> 
ae E 
Geb br gust)! ‘N:P cane a tine ‘insiae 
; ix ri z Sy, ma ve he i Ana 
¥, sre confrontation with) Jose ph 
‘ oe ° #40 EE m 
= 


. % 


: 
ep? CR wees lea 
oe 
_ 


sa 


a 


on, 
“, Bd ae te 


. 


the: Book pheives . and douks, fell . 

5 ma: te 

tlanta et eam when ea: 
tt. > = at’? e : : 


+ 


at 


, \ P i- » | 
' 


© ker him finish the: question.“ 


aa, t ‘ 
s0 de > . * Leet 


dan jy Mr.) ‘Anderson, Mr .. Callahan, 


€x- “}- 


¥ 


. 


Le le 
pad 
: a 
+ UF a 8h 


S 


. 


“But as to. the incident, 


¢ 


ae | 
i+ 


Sir, that it was in the same 
~ ‘ we . . Ps o 


was "le Bare the I:brar} and 
7 % $; & 7 


A I answered Ao. ‘the incident never occurred. 
Did you ever say to Mr. Stassi, "Cone back. 
want to talk to you right outside the library"? 
Ne 


Did you ever make that statement to him following 


[BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


- f 
Pe Spas” Verzino - cross » 1669 
; : 


‘him out of the library, “Stop, I want to talk to you"? 
pees +t - r ‘ 


‘No. fi = P 
P % 


er 
us . 


And.,he said to you, "Get away from me. I want 


to doiwith you"? 
- i 5 
I. answere@ the question. ~ The incident didn'' 


i.) 


; ‘i 
Q° Did he ever say to you, "Get away from me. 


‘ye a” = 


— ¥ <p : t * 
I don't: want’ to talk’ to you. I don't want anything to to 
« 


oy! 


. 
z 


Rs at EG, EPs at 


With: your’ kind"? 


et 
FA 
4 


A No. 


rower 
5 


#5 


THE COURT? Did he cver .ay that 


ine ¢ 


of the library? 


¥ 


* 3). THE WITNESS: He never saidit to me any time, 


f 

* 
ne 
; ieee 
rah 


2 
> 


any, place. wee j 


= Isn't it true that he walked to the back of 


backs of the librarysshelves, and he came around the co 
F 


and found you in a’ hémosexual act with Sandy, «the queer: 


A With who? 


HWarold Roh! 
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Verzino - cross 


a | 
> wht 
nal : 
+ OS : 
‘ 


i ; ek 
,Khown as Gandy the Queer? 
am ne ; ; ~ 
AL @L" velanswered you, no. 
4 . Re: y~S 


« 


‘ » , a 
- > - aa > 
ig: 
- y ed 
: "= re 


il Ps. § 
Q* ¢.Ddidn'tt Mee Stassi catch you in a homosexual act 


‘a ; J 


P, LF oe v* , . Pal " 
}wiins the library with yo" on your Knees, down on the 
: ‘. fv P * t oad) 

ABE or” 3 t 3 A 


- | Mpxivate parts ‘of Mrvt Robbins? 
: gw". . 2 as 


> ¢ rey .¢ r gt ; 4 
er 2 


PEE 


Exh 


oy: ” 
a ; : > 
SINe.' tS: 
> oT . a 


‘A 


ek Be ‘And didn't you tell him that you would get even 
x % +s Tt” oS 
™ 2 ‘ 3 

“with Rim beGausé hé* told about you in the penitentiary 


SBE Se ol RP, 


Absolutely not. 


owe 
we 


Q.. ‘Now, Mr. Yerzino, when, you held up your hand 


"Pop and testified in front of Jucige Weinfcld, you lied to 


“ a 
a 
ta 


Q When you held up your hand and swore to the 


ta 
% 
lio? | 


A In essence, it was the truth. 


eee 


Re ORE ERE reer mrs er te en er” 


re SEE RFR te 


Verzino - cross 


ur ‘told the truth except in one particular. 


+ 
> 


Well, ard; you Sa. ing that something ,cov)d) he 


= 
- 
" 


itt is cofjpothded of many= things. + could be ally 

. 4 ce i rk - ‘ ; 
Aesall tie; or a truth that supports a lic. 

™ *t e 


7Q: Gould yoursay in your opinion you told the 


‘tn. my opinion, 


Sees 


You ‘Lied?, 


— 


My opinion, ys. 


Ls hae 


w 
tah 


syeneans por? times you tocx the oath in 


z + 
Beet 
¢ 
er i 


— 


| a 


I don! t recall taking | ansoath, but if you 


‘When you took the ‘oath, anyway, you lied 
y¥es. To, iy ‘opinion, I- lied, yes. 
. . 


* 


Z 
ree “Mthen ‘you fentered a plea of guilty in the 


' 
, 
I 
> 
; 
N 
' 
' 


of™-- 


where you say you were innocent, you perpetrated a 


misled the Court, didn't 


Q When you talked 
told him you had:a 

A Yes 

°) For your conven) 


A 


you had no remors 
None at all. 


And when you 


did you, 


Sometimes? 
Right. 


Ane isn't 


in your sitfetime, j 


A I woul, y is impossible 


Q Even to your 


mch 1730 
holding him today. I hope to get to that Simmons hearing. 
If Matantuono doesn't go on today I would like to have the 
hearing at the end of the day. Mr. Rocchiccio has a confer- 
ence in Washington tomorrow, SO that if T can have it today 


I would like to have a Simmons hearing so that he 


to Washington. 


THE COURT: We will nave to arrange for your sen- 


tence, Mr. Newman, which is on for 4:30. 

MR. NEWMAN: Yes, before Judge Duffy. 

THE COURT: What is the name o. the case? 

MR. NEWMAN: United States v. Novak. 

THE COURT: I want to acknowledge my inde'tedres~ 
to Mr. Newman for calling my attention to United States v. 
Cannone. Poinc l, it in turn called my attention to United 
States v. Baum, which I should have Known about and undoubte 
read at the time but had forgotten about, which establishes 
that ordinarily a defendant should get at least or have dis 
closed to him the government's witnesses at the discretion 
of the court. Tt should be incumbent upon the qovernment tc 
show why it shouldn't be disclosed. in this case the govern~ 
ment has said, either on or of t record -- probably on -- 
that it feels the witness would be endangered if he was 
closed prior to his appearance today and has advised me that 


in protective Custouy. That is adequate reason, 
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I feel, for not giving the name, I certainly on the record 
before me must say that that is a valid representation. 

MR. NADEN: They are in protective custody. 

THE COURT: They say they are net. 

MR. NESLAND: The witness that I have not identi- 
fied as an insider s not in protective custody. The anes 
that were in protective custody you have know about. 


MR. KADISH: Are you going to call him hefore or 


after Matantuono? Why don't you give the list of your wit- 


nesses so we will know where we stand. 

MR. SEAR: They are all coming on right now. 

THE COURT: Why don't you tell him? 

MR. SEAR: I turned over the 3500 material on 
witnesses. 

We have an Agent Lecates from Florida, two witness: - 
from the Bell Telephone Company in Florida, King and Robert- 
son. We have one New York City police officer by the name 
of Gillespie. We have one witness from Atlanta who will 


certain procedures in the prison down there nam 


another witness bv the nave 


c 


en aqent from Atlanta. There 18s a DEA agent 


Greg Korniloff;: two police officers, one by the name 
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HA RO LD A Boe Ae SG called as a witness 


by the Government, being first duly sworn, testifies 


as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. NESLAND: 
Where are you employcd? 
United States Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georg: 
Q What is your occupation at the Unit 
Penitentiary at Atlar 
A Senior case manager. 
Q iow long have you been working at the Atla 
Penitentiary? 
A 
Q Are you familiar as a result of your work 
Atlanta Penitentiary with the visiting room? 
A Yes. 
Q And are records kept of visits to inmates 
outsiders? 
A They are. 
Who keeps those records? 


The records are kept bv 


he a prosion officia Yr >; he an inmate 


prison official. 


H. Williams-direct 
cross 
The present stamp, the one of June says 


Q The same stamp appears, however, and there 15 
an addition of "JUS 434"; is that correct? 
Yes. 
You still use the "Postage and fees paid FPP”? 
A Yes, 
Q I show you Exhibit 61 and ask you if you recognize 
to be the visiting record of Jean Claude Otvos? 


A Yes, it would appear to be the visiting recor 


of Jean Claude Otvos. 


MR. NESLAND: I offer it. 

THE COURT: Any objection? 

MR. KADISH: If we have some other visitation 
records that we would like to put into evidence at a later 
time, I would have no objection if we can do so without 
this witness. 

MR. GARLAND: No objection. 

THE COURT: Received. 

(Government Exhibit 61 received in evidence. 
CROSS EXAMINATTON 
BY MR. GARLAND: 

What 1s sh your lingo in the prison? 


rnacular that 
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H. Williams-cross 
Has Mr.Joseph Stassi ever had a shot? 
Not to my knowledge. 
And you were his parole officer? 
A I was his case manager. 
Q And he had a perfect record during his stay from 
the standpoint of no shots? 
A Before answering that can I confer with the dudge 
or the U.S. Attorney because there is an open ~~ 
Q The privacy? 
The privacy. 
You are afraid you will violate the Privacy Act? 
To my knowledge he never had a misconduct report. 
And you recommended him for favorable considera~- 
tion for parole, did you not? 
A That is correct. 


MR. GARLAND: I think we can agree to stipulate 


~« 


any parts of these visitation records without this witne 


having to remain here. 
THE COURT: If yo" want .o ofrer some visitation 
they will agree. 
Can an inmate take a door out of a dormitory 
on his own, Wst on hh} 
he take 4a aoor? 


Riaht, in the dormitory. 
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H. Williams-cross 
A I will put it this way: It would be unauthorized 
but he can do it. 


And he'd get a shot for that? 


He can receive a misconduct report for that. 


MR. GARLAND: Thank you, SI1r. 

(Witness excused.) 

THE COURT: What is your schedule now? 

MR. NESLAND: We can recess now. 1 will begin 
with the next series of witnesses after the lunch period. 

THE COURT: What kind of witnesses do you have? 

MR. NESLAND: A few of them will be short. Then 
we may have to go into a hearing. 


THE COURT: Why don't we get rid of the short ones 


MR. NESLAND: We can't finish all of the witnesses 
that are scheduled before lunch. 

THE COURT: I see. 

Does it make any difference when we eat? Can we 
go to ten past 1 now? 


MR. NESLAND: Let me take a minute to check now. 


a witness, having 
duly sworn, test: as follows: 


DFRECT EXAMENATION 


Korniloff - dire 
‘s a memo prepared by in supervisor, 
Ronald Caffrey, reflecting the information myself and 
Aaent Sullivan obtained from Mr. Verz1no during two brief- 
inas we corducted relative to the Stass yesntiqatio 
And Government's Exhil 


at that time? Is that correct 


Yes, sir. 


MR KADIS!: IT see that? 


THE COURT: rhat ‘ y in evidence? 
SSLAND: Yes, your Honor. 
did Anthony 
Tony Stassi and Joc 
activities in Atlanta? 
Yes, Sik» 
QO Now, subsequent to those interviews wer 
present whenever he was interviewed 
to those narcotics activitics? 
A Yes, Sir. 


When was 


At. 1 st Andrews 
Who was present? 


Myself and Mr. + 


Yes, 
Would you 


that interview? 


about a plot 


name 


Joseph Stassi against a female 
t 


Susan, which was either 
erzini said he did and inquire 
about what you just Sal 


that time you told 
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orniloff - 

what ha: xened after 

Mr. Verzino became angry 
me that he could not believe t ha 
to him 
attempted to get him a lawyer when 
Atlanta, and just general discussion 
anger. 


Dad chere come 


Yes. 


Approximate |) 


that 


would 


do 


thas 
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Kroniloff-direct 
Did he call anybody? 
No, sir. 
Were you with him the entire time: 
What happened when you arrived hack into the room? 
Mr. Verzino stated that -- then told me tha‘ 
Joseph Stassi was involved with him in the Atlanta trar 
actions. 
Q Did an interview occur then? 
Would you please tell the court 
Anthony Verzino said at that time? 
A Mr. Verzino said that in March of 1972 he 
approached by a fellow inmate in Atlanta by the name 
Otvos. Otvos explained to him that he had connections in 
France to smuqgle or bring large quantities of narcotics int 
the United States. Mr. Otvos inquired of Mr. Verzino wether 
he was interested in participating in a transaction 
said that he was and later contact 


of the inform 


informed Ar 

impending deal and arranged for Mr. Stass 
and contact Otvos' people or connections 

Mr. Verzino also related that he 
with Mario Perna and advised him of the impending 
actian and he arranyed with Mr. Perna to contact 
Sorenson or have William Sorenson contact 
the outside for the narcotics when the 
the United States. They also supplied 

list that Verzino and Perna prepared indicating 

who they thought would be prospective customers. 

Some time between March and the euu of the 
summer or 1970.,, I believe, Joseph S$ 3S: again contacte 
Anthony Verzino and told him that his brotherr, Anthony 


Stassi, had indeed gone to France and 


confederate and finally in November of 


again told Anthony Verzino that a ship did Finally arrive 
the United States of about 90 kilos heroin. This «as 


confirmed or shortly confirmed wh 


from his 
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Kroniloff-direct 
Verzino then told us that 
that another shipment was . pected and 
try and purchase part of that next shipment 
Increase the profits he was receiving for 
his girlfriend complied and shortly after her visit ac was 
again advised by Joseph Stassi that this second shipment 
had arrived. Again this was concerned when Susan 
visited Verzino at Atlanta and advised him that 


given another two kilos by William Sorenson and she had 


purchased an additional two kilogr S At that time or 


shortly after that visit Verzino arranged wit 
to have Susan O'Neil sell those four kilos to Mario Perna's 
girlfriend, Cocita Suarez and related that they also expect 
a third shipment that same year, shortly before Christmas, 
but that transaction never transpired and that is the last 
he heard of the Otvos transactions. 

He did relate that he also, when Mario Perna ieft 


Atlanta, he gave Mario in remuneration for S parti- 


Cipation in the deals. 


instruction 


truth of 


mmh 5 Mastantuono-diicct 


waiti.iq. Confession is good for the soul 


teil you what went on. W..w! :-e sg al! 


over, 
still curious about i 
tell you now. There ire certain fp cedures which 


cretion I could have had before the trial started 


the trial. I figured it would take about an hour and 


at the most, and I kept everybody here yesterday afternoe 


and thought we would be through early in the afternoon. 
I kept them here yesterday afternoon until about 7 Oo 
and we got here at 9 o'clock this morning. 
get through. That s my responsi 
apologize. 

Bring in the witness. 

MR. NESLAND: Michel Mastantuono. 


(Marqarita Mensa was sworn as ¢ 


interpreter.) 


witness called 


the government 


the interpreter, testi! 


Mas. 
Who is the manager ot 
Andre Arioli. 
.@) While you were working at the 
did you meet a man by the name of Edmund 


Yes. 


Approximate): when did you meet Edmund 


I had been there for abot four 


in 1969. 


What was his occupation? 


He ; in show business; he 


impersonator. 


Did he have another occupation 


after you had met him? 


Yes. 
And what was that occupation? 


In the traffic of heroin. 


or 


that 


five 


Tajillet? 


months. 


How did you learn that Edmund Taillet was in the 


traffic? 
oduced 


to do some 


Jacque Bec. 
And approxin itely 


rdmund 


persons and he 


o3d 


Mastantuono-direct 
2109 


It was five or six months after T began working 
at the Chez Clairette. It must have been the end of ‘6 
the beginning of '709. 

DO you recall what the ce 
had between you, Edmund Taillet and 


a proposition? 


A Yes. He asked me to t > harbor to 


Who asked you to? 

Taillet and Bec. 

And what did you do? 

I said no. 

Did he tell you what that car was about? 

in fact, 1 knew: 
What did you know about that car? 
to whom that car belonqed. 4 that 
the car had been sent to France, had gone to s andhad 

gone to Aix-en-Provence and then qone back 


u know what wa: 


Mastantuono-direct 
Heroin. 
What was Jacque Bec's occupation legitimately? 


He was a manager, an 


you remember the qroup o inything he was the 


impresar 
the name of the qroup was Charlots. 


Did he have an illegal occupation? 


What was 


Traffic of heroin. 
May of 19 did vou 


Directing your attention to 


have occasion t 1 1 telephone call from Bec? 


Where were you and where was he when you received 
telephone call from him? 
IT was in Montreal and he was 


reeall the conversation you had with Be 


. 


Mastantuono-direct 


Yes, 


Did you meet anybody In Paris on that trip? 
y } } 


Bec. 
Where did you meet Bee? 
He came to the airport. 
What is the name of the airport? 
Oriy Airport. 
That is located in what part of France? 
Paris. 
(2) What happened when you “et with Bec at Orly 
Airport in France? 
He said to me, "We will talk about it later because 
I have to go to a burial of somebody," and he went 
burial of somebody. 
THE COURT: Funeral? 
THE WITNESS: 
Q Where did you qo after th of you had gone 
to the funeral? 


went 1 Hotel Villa pDe Fleur 


Hotel De Fleur 
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mmh 14 Mastautuono-direct 
Zit2 


@) What happened when you arrived at the Hotel De 
Fleur? 
A room was given to me. 
Who got you the roon? 
Bec. 
Q Did there come a time that you had a conversation 
Bec concerning why he had brought you to Paris? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you have one or more conversation during the 
you were in Paris at that time? 
A Certainly. 
Q Would you tell us what you recall of the substance 
of the conversation you had with Bec at that time? 
MR. KADISH: May we have the time, please. 
MR. NESLAND: May of 1970. 
A Bec told me that he was not working with Taillet 
any longer and asked me if I would be willing to purchase 
a car and to bring that car to Montreal. 
2) Did you have any further conversation with him? 
Please tell us what that was. 
I said that I would think things over, that, first 
wanted to go to Cannes because it was the film 


there and my girlfriend was there, and then after 


Sa? 


21i3 
mmhl15 Mastantuono-direct 


that I went to Marseilles and he was waiting for me there. 

Q Who was waiting for you there? 

A Bec. 

Q Prior to going to Marseilles did you have any con- 
versation as to what he wanted you to do with the car? 

A Yes. He wanted me first to purchase a car, then 
to take care of the car, to have the car loaded with heroin 
and then to take the car to Montreal. 

Q Did you discuss what you would earn with 
prior to the time you went to Marseilles? 

A Yes. 

Please tell us what conversation you had with Bec 
concerning money on this proposition? 

A He told me that he was going to make ; per 


kilo and that he °s going to give me $500 per kilo plus al] 


the expenses paid. 


Mastantuono - direct 
IT had an appointment 
went to the appointment and I me sec Bec 
a parking lot and told m¢ that the 


in one hour. -I waited there and finally 


up the car. Danielle meanwhile was shoppin 


and I went to pick her up, and 


Who was with you? 
Danielle. 
Prior to that time 


Bec as to who had loaded the Citroen? 


A He told me that they were not the same people 


were with Taillet. 
Did he tell you who they were? 


He mentioned somebody by the 


took 


there 
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stant '9.no 


It was Biarrit?. 


m sorry, yes, 


did you notice: 


That it smelle 


somehow 1] ted. 


9) And you then drove 


is that correct? 


° 


you drive straight through? 


A 
hours. 
What happened when 
We went to a shippin 


Do you recall 


y } 1; . - . 
T believe the name wi 


540 
Mastantuono - direct 
And under whose name did you 
Danielle Ouimet 
9) What happened after you le e Citroen wit! 
shipping agency? 
I stayed there 
back to Montreal. 
learned that the 
Citroen had arrived in Montreal? 
Yes. 
Approximately when do you 
the Citroen arrived in Montreal? 


Tt 


It was approxir 


the car had been shipped 


Do you recall t} month of 


c 


september? 


Citroen 


pick 


Mastantuono 


Danielle who w 


what happened? 
i*t 


place : in a pa 


home. 


If in one hour 


inAndreoli's house - 


then just give me 


y that 1t was me 


with the car.” 


happened? 
She drove the 


What happened 


when Dan 
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Mastantuono 


What happened after 


apartment? 


We changed the 


into Canadian 
there 
Yes. 


Did you have 


to make a 


make the arrangements 1n 


qoingd 


043 


Mastantuono-direct 
Do you know the man's name at this time? 


Yes, Andre‘is his name and eventually I learned 


Nhat is his full 


Andre Andreani. 


What happened at the time you met Andre Andreani? 


A He told us that he } ready, "Let's go have 


some coffee." And he told us n . "alk ll because 


we had French accents S N consented to have some coffee. 


Who ordered for you? 

Andre Andreani did. 

In what lanquage? 

English. 

What did Andre Andreani dc fter he ordered for 


uand Jacque 


street 
around. 
to you with the hea ps ] Siqnal to you 


headlamps ana then 4 ‘ } : follow me. 


rif 


He 


‘orner ane th Ww he , wv} s there, 
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mmh 2 Mastantuono-direct 
he is on the corner in the strect,. 
By there, you are referring to 
Yes. 


And what did you see Andre and §S ; at that 
T 


That ventleman here gave to Andre a brown paper 


bag. They got into the Charger, into the car,and they drove 


around, and finally they Signaled, they made siqnals to me 


with the headlamps, and I followed them, 
Who was in the Charaer? 
Th 


at gentleman over there anc Andre Andreani. 


gentleman, you mean -- 


THE T S take a short recess. 
(Recess) 
MR. NESLAND: 
u had testified that Stassi 
had gotten into the red Charger, driven 
follow them, 
f behind them, 
that there 
the same time T pulled out 
What kind cars were 


Cadillacs 
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** es 
Mastantuono-direct 
Yes. 
And who was it? 
A The gentleman number 2 
2) What happened after you arrived inside 
at that house? 
A Andre Andreani arrived and we took the 
apart. 
MR. NEWMAN: May we know who “we 
MR. NESLAND: I was starting to ask him 
question. 


0 Please tell us from the beginning to th 


you recall happening inside the qaragqe and who wa 


at different times, if anybody. 
A Bec and Andreani and myself were in the 


In order to take the car apart -- 


the qaraqe 


Citroen 


he 


e end what 


s there 


garage. 


MR. KADISH: Did you say were or were not? 


THE WITNESS: Were. We took the car apa 


rt. 


How did you know how to take the car apart? 


Andreani and Bec had the layout, and th 
the car. 
What did you dismantle the car with? 
We used the tools that were contained i 
paper baq that Mr. Stassi had given to Andreani. 


qave im that paper ba ar iside that paper baq 


en we 


n tne brown 


Andreani 


there was 
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mmh 10 Mastantuono-direct 


2147 


a hammer, a screwdriver and some Frenc wrenches -- not 


cp 


a screwdriver -- a chisel and some French wrenches, becaus 


the screws are not the same kind { 3 ws that you use here. 


Please describe to the : w you took the car 


apart? What you removed from the c: do what you did. 


We took the car apart. First underneath the car, 
the floor board of the car, underneath the front seats. 
took the seats out, the hody of the car, the chassis, we 
took the packages Bec was giving the packages to 
Andreani and Ant reani was fixing up the packages, he was 

ishing them know what he was doingq. 

Describe the packages that he vemoved. 

They were plastic packages wrapped up 
approximately one pound. 

THE COURT: Each 

THE WITNESS 

MR. KADISH:; D3 he say plastic packages wrapped 


y 


in something? 


some of the 


would just ple 


Who repaire ! 


to 


3 


6 


9 


to 


14 


wr 


? 


BS ERE Feri ter iene 
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2148 
mmh li Mastantuono-direct 
A Andreani. 
a) Could vou sé inside the packages? 
A Yes, hada the stuff all over us, because some 


packages were torn. So we had the stuff all over us. 


(a) Describe what you Saw. 

A It was a white powder that looks like flour; 1t was 
heroin. 

Q Continue. What did you do after the bags were 


removed and given to Bec, who, in turn, gave them to Andreani? 
A Andreani was fixing up the packaces and I said to 
Andreani, "Listen, I need some glue and a screwdriver.” 


Andreani went uptairs to the house. 


@) How did he get into the house? 
A There was one door in the garage. 
@) Inside the garage? a 
t Yes. 
Q What happened after? 
A He told ma, “I will: get it for you. “And he also 
told me not to make too much noise, because there were peopie - 
in the house that were sleeping or something. Approximately 
15 minutes later Mr. Stassi gave Andreani the glue and the 


serewariver. 


Did yov see that? 


Yes, in the garaqc. a 
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mmh 12 Mastantuono-direct 

9) What happened after that? 

A I cleaned the car, I used the vacuum cleaner. There 
was a vacuum cleaner and I used the vacuum cleaner to clean 
the car, and I ~lso used some water to clean the car. 

Meanwhile, Andreani and Rec were counting the 
packages. I don't know exactly what they were doing, and 
got back into the car. I finished cleaning the car. 

Q How did you clean it? With water? 

A With 2 sponge. 


Q What was the purpose of that? 


Because they had some packages there that had been 


What happened after you cleaned up the car? 

A Andreani was counting the packages and he was 
separating the packages and placing them in four d3*ferent 
suitcases. The number of kiios in each suitcase was different. 
One would have 4 kilos and another 8 kilos. I don't understand 
why, but that is what I saw. 

Continue. 


Finally I said to Andreani, "Can we co somewhere 
wash our hands ane then we can leave?" , nt through 
the door and there was a sink there and we washed our hands. 


— 


Mr. Stassi was there. And we took the suitcases into tnis other 


OM 
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Mastantuono-direct 
Meaning from the garage into the room where you 
washed your hands? 
A Yes, from the garage to the place where we washed 
our hands. 
Q How many suitcases were there? 
A Four. 
Q What happened at that time? 
A I left. I said to Bec, "I am qoing to leave. 
close the door and I will be waiting for you in the driveway 
of the house," 
I was waiting for Bec and then I saw Mr. 
and Andreani exit the house. They were carrving two suitcases 
each, 
Where were you when you saw that? 
I was in frort of the house, on one side of the 
house, the driveway, the path that led to the garage. 
©) Tell the court and jury what you saw at that time. 
A The man who was in the white Cadillac had stood up. 
exited the car and opened up the trunk in the rear of the car. 
8 that man? 
'hey placed the suitcases inside. 
Andreani approached me and said to me, “Do you want me to 
you?" ‘ » "No, I will qo hv myself. 


r got Tost. 


Mastantuono-direct 
And Bec was staying at the Hotel Taft? 
Yes. 
What happened at that time? 
We waited to have the money brought to us. We wa‘ te 
there and finally Andreani came and brought the money to us 


How much money did he you? 


$40,000. 


Q From that figure were you able to determine 


many kilograms of heroin you had delivered? 


A 40 kilos. 
QO Had you or Bec counted the kilograms of hero: 
when you delivered them? 
A I think that Bec counted them, because both 
were counting, I mean, Andreani and Bec 
What did you do after you received the 
Andreani? 
A I went to the motel to pick up Danielle with 
$40,000. 
Did you have any conversation with Bee as to what 
do with the $40,900? 
Bec said to me, "You are qoing to qo back 
to Montreal. I will meet you in Montreal and in Montreal 
split the money." So I went to Montreal and I placea 


— the cay 


<4 a 
MAS < 


Who carried the money 


Danielle did. 


How did she carry it? 


She placed it i1n her 


What happened when you 


Nothing. She carried 


Did you finally give t 
sure. 


Yes, 


Before I attract 


often after you had made that la 


make trips to France? 


At 


And how often on those 


Every time I would 


Did there come a time 


purchase a gift? 


, Bec said to me, 


which 1s a tax 


Airport, 


to Bec, “Yes, I have 


shop and I 


antuono-dilre 


to 


the mn 


he 


your attention 


see 


ee 
hd | 


lost 


purchased 


ct 


> 


France 


poise s 


aT 


onecy . 


money to Bec in Paris? 


to June, "Fis 


st trip to France did yo 


least 15 or 20 times. 


trips did you see 


him, 


that 


ichel, wi you buy for me 


free shop, 4 liahter?" And 


mine will get you one. 


two liahters. He told 


Mastantuono-direct 
Was she able to do that? 
No. 
@) After you were arrested in October, 1971, 
you extradited to the United States here, to New York? 
A Yes. 
that approximately July of 1972? 
July 21st. 


you extradited on charges here in New York? 


10) Were the charqes for your delivery of a Ford 


Galaxy 500 containing heroin in February of 1971? 


Yes. 
Were you also charged with delivering a Barricuda 
York containing heroin in August of 1971? 
Yes. 
2) While you were in Canada awaiting the extradition, 
were you incarcerated? 
Yes, I was. 


When you were brought to New York did there come 


you agreed to cooperate with the United States 


ne) 


at that time or thereafter did the government 


the charges aqainst you other than one 
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“se * * 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


THOMAS CALLAH AN , called as a witness 


by the defendant Joseph Stassi, being first duly sworn, 


testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. GARLAND: 
Q Mr. Callahan, where do you live, 
A I am in Atlanta Penitentiary. 
And how long have you been in Atlanta Penitentiary? 
Five years. 
Are you serving 4 sentence? 
Yes, sir. 
What is that sentence for? 
It is for conspiracy and the Dyer Act. 
Conspiracy to do what? 
Rob a bank truck. 
THE COURT: What is the Dyer Act? 
THE WITNESS: Stolen automobile. 
Q When will you be released from Atlanta 
Penitentiary? 


About seven months. 


SOUTHERN DISTAKCT COURT REPORTERS 
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Callahan - direct 3050 


Q Do you know the defendant on trial here, Joseph 


Stassi? 
A Yes, sir. 
This man seated to the right here (indicating)? 
Yes, sir. 
Do you know a man by the name of Anthony Verzino? 
Yes, sir. 
How do you know Mr. Verzino? 
A He was in Atlanta Penitentiary. 
Q How was it at the penitentiary that you came to 
know him? 
A We worked in the prison library. We worked 
together in the prison library. 
Q Keep your voice up, please? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q What was the nature of the work that Mr. Verzino 
did in the library? | 
BN He was an orderly and he took care of fish tanks. 
Q What was the nature of the work you did? 
I was in the bindery and also an orderly. 
THE COUPT: Bindery? 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 
What is the bindery? 


Bookbinding. We bound prison books. 


SOUTHERN DISTRE aT REPORTER 
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Callahan - direct 
When did you work in the bookbindery. 
Well, fro; 371 until 1974. 

Q Would you describe to us how the bookbindery 
is located in reference to the library at the time at 
Atlanta Penitentiary? 

a Well, it is part ofthe library; it is attached 
to the library and it is an enclosed room. 

Q Is the bindery inside the room that is the 
library room? 

fe Yes, sir. 

Q You go out of the door of the bindery, what is 
immediately in front of the door at the bindery? 

A The check out counter. 

Q When you say the check out counter, what do you 
mean, sir? 

RM To check the books out. 

Q What is beyond that, beyond the check out 
counter? 

A The library proper. 

Q And in the library proper are there places for 
people to sit? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Will you describe that area? 


It is a lounge area, short lounge area on both 
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sides of the aisle. 

Q Are there racks of books in the library? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did there come a time when you saw in the summer 
of 1973 Tony Verzino in the library? 


A Yes, sir. 


Q Dad anything occur in reference to a pair of 


glasses? 
A He left a pair of glasses in the bindery 
Joe Stassi. 
Did he speak to you? 
No, sir. 
What did he say to you? 
When I saw Joe to give him the eyeglasses. 
That was Tony Verzino? ‘ 
Yes, sir. 
Q What did you do then? 
A Well, subsequently Joe came in the bindery looking 
for Tony and I gave him the eyeglasses. 
Q Did Mr. Stassi say anything to you? 
A He asked for Tony and I knew that he was nearby 
and I told him that and I gave him the eyeglasses. 
Q What did Joe Stassi do after that? 


Well, he went looking for him. 
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Callahan - direct 3053 
Q After that did anything occur that you observed? 


A I had occasion to leave the bindery and I heard 


a scuffle, a slight noise, and I asked the fellow behind 


the check out counter what was happening and he old me 
that -- 
Q You can't go into what some third person said. 
What did you do? You say yo u heard a 
scuffle. Will you describe what you heard? 
A Well, I heard books falling, the sound of books 
falling. 
Q Qt the time you heard that were you in the 
bindery or where were you? 
A I was behind the check out counter. 
Q Did you see anything after you heard the sound 
of books falling? 
A Joe Stassi came into my view walking hurriedly 
and Tony Verzino came behind trying to catch his arm. 
Q Did you hear anything? 
A I didn't hear anything, no. 
MR. GARLAND: Your witness. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. NESLAND: 


Q You were convicted of bank robbery? Is that 


what you testified to? 
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No, Sir, conspiracy. 
Conspiracy to rob a bank? 
Bank truck. 
A bank truck? 
Yes, 8ir. 
Was that with Thomas Kapatos? 
Yes, sir. 
And he is a very good fr.end of Joe Stassi? 
I would judge they were. 
You were in prison with them? 
Yes. 


You have been there from 1970 until the present 


1971. 


Q How often did you see Tom Kapatos and Joe Stassi 


together while you were in Atla.ica? 
A Well, I didn't see them daily. I did not have 
occasion to. 
Q When you saw them how often did you see them? 
Quite a bit? 
Yes, sir. 


Did you see Tony Verzino with Joe Stassi quite 
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And with Tom Kapatos? 


Yes. 


Did you also see Mario Perna with that three- 


A Yes. 

Q Did you ever see Joe Condello with that three- 

or foursome? 

A I would say so, once in a while. 

Q I take it you saw them out walking in the yard? 

A Yes. 

Q And talking? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q Now, until Verzino was released did you see him 
with Joe Stassi? 

A Well, I would say -- I don't recall. 

Q After this incident that you testified about did 
you see Joe Stassi sith Tony Verzino after that? 

A I can't say that I did or I didn't. I can't 
say that. 

Q And you didn't see anything happen other than 

you testified to here? 

A No, Sir. 

MR. NESLAND: No further questions. 


THE COURT: Any questions by anybody? 
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Callahan - 
You may step down. 


(Witness excused.) 
(Pause.) 
THE COURT: You can't hold this delay against 
the defendants. 


MR. GARLAND: I will see what is keeping the 


(Mr. Garland leaves the courtroom and returns. 


MR. GARLAND: Your Honor, there is a delay with 


the next witness. 


THE COURT: We will take a short recess. 


(Short recess.) 
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B28: Set 8.2 BORMAN, called as a witness, having 
been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. GARLAND: 
Q Mr. Borman, would you keep your voice up, please. 
Take over this way. 
A Ali right: 
Q Are you presently serving a sentence in the 
Atlanta penitentiary? 
A Yes, sir, I am. 
Q How old are you? 
23rd year. 
What are you serving a sentence for? 
Bank robbery. 
And how much time do you have left on your setnence? 


Approximately two years. 


Do you know the defendant Joseph Stassi? 


Yes, sir. 
Q Do you know how he is referred to in the penitentiary; 
he have a nickname? 
they call him "The old man." 
And is that a common nickname for him? 


Yes, sit, Lt iS. 


In the summex of 1973, did you Mave occasion 
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to be in the library of the Atlanta federal penitentiary 
and observe Tony Verzino? 
A Yes; Str 
0 Would you tell us what you observed, what you saw? 
A Well, Tony walked towards the back of the library 
where this homosexual was. 
Q What is the homosexual's name? 
A I don't know his real name but they call him Sindee 
THE COURT: Call him what? 
THE WITNESS: Sandy. 
Did you see Mr. Verzino in che library? 
A Yes, sir, I did. 
2) How was it that you happened to be in the library 
that day and what time of dav was it? 
A It was in the summer, and it was in the afternoon, 
and we went in there because that was one of the only 


air conditioned areas at the time. 


And who was there with you at the time if you recal]? 


Joe Newman and Allen Anderson was there with me.. 
And what were they doing and what were you doing? 
We were all just sitting there and talking. 

Now, tell us what you observed Mr. Verzino do? 
Well, he walked towards the back of the librar- 


between the books. And a few minute's later Mr. Stassi came 
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and not directing it to anybody but asked if we had seen 
Tony and I said yes, I did. 
@) After he asked that, what did Mr. Stassi, what 
did you say in response? 


A I told him where Tony went and Joe said, "Thanks" 


and went that way. 

8) Did anything happen thereafter? 

A Yes, a few minutes later, you could hear a 
commotion in the back and Joe had sort of pushed Tony into 
the books, and books and stuff fell off the shelves in the 
back of the library, and Joe had said to Tony, "Stzyv away 
from me; keep away from me," something to that I can't 
remember the exact words. Tony grabbed him by the arm 
and they were still sort of arguing, not really fignting but 
there was a commotion going on back there, and then Joe was 
trying to get away from him to leave the library and Tony 
kept trying to hold on to his arm and Joe kept telling him 
stay away from me, I don't want anything to do with you, and 
then they left the library like that, and we left after a 
while. 

@) And what -- did you stay in the library or did you 
go out of the library? 

A We stayed there talking, assuming that Joe had 


caught Tony doing something, you know. 
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cross 
(2) Did you see anyone else come out of the library 


in the general area? 
A Tony followed Joe out? 
Q Who? 
Tony Vaz followed Joe out. 
Did you see anyone else come out? 
Not that I can remember right now. 
MR. GARLAND: All right, that's all. Your 
witmess. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. NESLAND: 
Q Did you ever testify before? 
A WO, Sif. 
Q What was your sentence for the bank robbery 
conviction? 
A 15 years with an A2 number. 
Q Pardon? 
15 years with an A2 number. 
THE COURT: What's an A2 number? 
THE WITNESS: That means you are eligible for 
the Parole Board at any time. 
How well did you know Joe Stassi? 
Not that well, I saw him in the institution a lot. 


Pardon? 
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A I saw him walking in 
together, if that's what you mean. 
Did you see hin with Verzino? 
Ouite a 
you know Tommy Kapatos? 
I don’t. 
used to see Verzino and Stassi together, is 
that correct? 
Yes, s1r. 
How long have you been in Atlanta? 
Four or five years. 
Did you know Mario Perna? 
Yes, I did. 
Did you see him with Joe Stassi? 
A No. Not that much. I saw him once in a while in 
the yard but not really with Joe that much. 
2) How about Mr. Sorenson, was Mr. Sorenson in Atlanta 
you were there? 
A Yes, but I don't really remember him that well. 
Mr. Newman a close associate of yours? 
close, no. 
about Mr. Anderson? 
not close, 


were just sitting in there? 
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Yes, sir, in the library. 
Now, after that incident, did you have occasion 
to see Tony Verzino with Joe Stassi aaain? 
A Not that I can realiy remember. 
because, you see, Tony lef t just after 
much longer that he was there. 
9) Did you have any conversations after that with 
Joe Stassi as to what had happened? 
A Yes, in the yard, and that was not too long 
Q I mean, vou talked about it with Joe Stassi 
recently before you came up here to testify? 
A Within the last six months. 
Pardon? 
A Within the last six months. 


Q And you talked about what you were saying 


was going to happen? Did you talk to him about this 


cident? 
Yes, I did. 


Did you talk to Newman about it before you came 


Before we came up here? I believe I did, yes. 
Did you talk to Mr. Anderson about it? 


es. 


Before you came here to testify? 
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Right. 
Did vou ge* anv written statements-- 
I made statements myself, if that's what you mean. 
You made a written statem@nt; have you ever read 
anybody else's written statement about 
A No. 
e) After that incident, did you ever have a discussion 
with Joe Stassi before Verzino left? 


A Yes, I did, as a matter of 3 , I had asked 


Joe if he caught Tony doing something and Joe wouldn't even 


answer the question. 
9) id } tell you he didn't want anything to do 
Verzino again? 
He did, he got away from it, he said I'd rather 
not discuss it. 
.@) My question is, did he tell you, "I never want 
to have anything to do with Tonv Verzino again"? 
A No, I heard him I \ h 
Q That's the only thing you heard. Did Tony Verzino 
say anything ke Joseph Stassi? 
A Not hat I know, no. 
Q And from then you never saw the two of them to- 


gether, is that correct? 


Not that I can recall. 
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NESLAND:No further questions. 
MR. GARLAND: No questions. 
THE COURT: Any questions, aqentlemen? 
step down. 
(Witness excused) 


MR. GARLAND: Allen Anderson. 


L EN ANDERSON, called as a witness, having 
been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. GARLAND: 
Q Mr. Anderson, will you speak up so the jury can 
hear you. 


A Yes. 


Q Are you presently incarcerated in the Atlanta 


penitentiary? 
A Yes, sir. 
9) How long have you been there? 
Seven years. 
Are you presently serving a sentence? 
Yes. 
And when do you expect to be released on 
sentence? 


Possibly five more years. 
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And what are you serving a sentence for? 
Bank robbery. 
Did you have occasion in the summer of 1973 to b 
library in the Atlanta penitentiary in the presence 
Lester Borman? 
Yes, I did. 
Q And on that date, how was it that you happened 
to be in the library? 
A Well, another friend of mine, Joe Newman and 
I were in the yard in Atlanta watching the ballgame, 
and we left the yard to go into our auarters, anc on 
we decided to stop i } ibrary and cool off, since this 
was the only place that they had air conditioning in the 
whole institution and you could freely go there, you know, 
any time you wanted. 
Q Where were you seated? 
they have two different 
where you can sit. It is only partitioned off by a wall 
and to the left and to the right of each door, when you 
ao in the door to the left and to the right, they have two 
little sections with couches and chairs that you can sit, 
and have the books that you read. 
Were you sittinda to the right or to the left? 


We were sitting to the riqht. 
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that the right as you come in the 


Yes. 

All riaht. Now, while you were seated there, 
did vou have occasion to observe Tony Verzino? 

Yes. 

Do vou know Mr. Verzino? 


Yes 


And did you occasion to observe Joseph Stassi? 


Tell us what you observed Mr. Verzino do? 
Stassi came over to us and asked 
if we had saw Tony Vaz. 
THE COURT: Tony what? 
THE WITNESS: Vaz. 
Yes. And I am not certain which ones told him 


said yes, he was here a minute ago, standing right there 


at the gold fish tank, you know, and I think he is around 


by the book shelf. 


So, Mr. Stassi left and a few minutes later he came 
back and on his wav back, Tony was in the back of hr follow- 
ing him, and-- 

Who was? 


Tony. 
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Tony was following him? 
Yes. 
What happened then? 


A It attracted our attention from the noise that 


was made by some books that fell down, from the boo!. shelf. 


So as we looked, we saw Mr. Stassi leaving from behind 
the book shelf and Mr. Vaz was behind him, was acting 4s if 
he was to stop him and grabbed him, reaching out for him 
and all. 

What did Mr. Stassi do when you saw 

He was getting away from him, and tellin 
get away from him, he didn’t want to be bothered. 

Then what happened? 

A They walked out of the library and we sit there a 
few minutes,and a couple minutes later we saw another fellow 
come from behind the book shelves. 

Q Who was it that came from behind the book shelves? 

A Well, I don't know his real name but he 1s referred 
to as Sandy. 

And did Sandy have any particular reputation in 
the penitentiary? 

A Yes, he was known as a homosexual, 


And did the library have any particular relation- 


-he conduct of homosexuals in t!2 penitentiary? 


SOUTHERN DiISi#ICT COURT REPORTERS 
FOLEY SQUARE. NEW YORK NY 


on-direct 3068 


SSLAND: Is this man testifying as an expert? 


MR. GARLAND: I am not going to have him testify, 
Honor. 
MR. NESLAND: If he is testifying as an expert, 
I will have no objection, 
MR. GARLAND: I can pass from it. It 
problem. 


Q 


Your witness. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 


BY MR. SEAR: 
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Mr. Anderson, did you commit the bank robbery 
for which you were convicted? 
No, 
You did not? 
No. 
And what was your sentence, sir? 
a id a ten-year 
sentence, running consecutive to 
A total of 35 years? 
Yes. 
Q And is it true also that when 
Atlanta you were serving other state ser! 
A No, it isn’t. 
you were convicted for bank 
state for which you received 
This was after I was in Atlanta, yes. 
Q And I you eceived was a 12 to 15- 
year sentence bank robbery alse is that right? 
A No, sir. I received-- the first sentence I re- 


ceived : in the federal court, and 


second sentence I ved was a 10-year sentence 


federal court. 


THE C $ s that the same transaction or a 


different transaction? 
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2 A Two different banks. And they were running 

3 consecutive to each other. And approximately two or three 
4 years later I was sentenced in the state court to a l-é~to 
5 15 years in New Jersey state prison for armec robbery. 

5 Q That was a different robbery? 

7 A Yes. 


a Q Did you ever testify before, sir? 


9 A No, sir. 


10 Q How well do you know Mr. Stassi? 

ll A Well, I have known him-- I met him in the prison 

12 down in Atlanta, and I have known him since then, you Know. 

13 I couldn't say exactly how long it's been, but it's beena 

14 few years. 

15 Q When did you go to Atlanta? 

16 A I went to Atlanta on June 29, 1969. 

17 Q While you were in Atlanta were you acquainted 

18 with Mr. Sorenson? Did you know him? 

19 A No, I didn't Know him personally, no. 

0 Q Who did Mr. Stassi, through the time you have 

9} been in prison-- who did he associate with? Who did he hang 
| m around with, to your knowledge? 

x4 A Well, I have saw him with two people that I saw 

4 him with. 

or @) Could you speak up? 
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A Two people that I saw him with quite regular, but 
other than that -- 
Q Who were those two people? 


A Well, one of them was Tony and another one was a 


guy by the name of Tom. 


Q Tommy the Greek? Tommy Kapatos? Does that ring 


Kapatas, yes. 
Did Mr. Kapatos and Mr. Stassi hang around a lot 
together? 
A Well, they wroked together and a lot of time-- 
they ate together. 
Q Did you see them out in the yard walking together? 
A Yes, I have. 
Q Are you acquainted with a man by the name of 
Mario Perna? 
A I am not acquainted with him, no. 
Q Do you know who he is? 
A Yes, I know wno he is. 
Q Did you ever see Mr. Stassi and Mario Perna to- 
gether? 
I couldn't say right offhand, no. 


How about Joseph Condello, Joey Condello, do you 
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Anderson- cross 
A I don't know him by the name, but I Know him 


I saw him. 


Q Cid you ever see Mr. Stassi and Condelio a 


other people together? 
THE COURT: He he didn't know him. 
not know Condello. 
Q How do you know know him? 
A Well, I know by know a lot of people 
Atlanta since I have been there. 


don't really know if y know him or not, 


really, no. 
Q id you ever talk about this incident 
Stassi? 
A Yes. 


And when was the first time you talked with him 


Well, it was brought to my attention by 
when I met him in the yard. 

When was that? Wasit recently? 

No, not recently, no. 

It wasn't within the last year? 

Oh, yes, it was within the last year, yes. 


Was it within the last six months? 
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I would say yes. 
Q Now up until then had you talked with anybody 
about what had gone on in the library that day? 
A Yes, I had discussed what had gone on in the 


library,yes. 


Q But you hadn't discussed it with Mr. Stassi? 


A No, I haven't. 
Q Did you discuss testifyirg here today with 
Mr. Stassi before you came in here? 
A Did I discuss testifying with him? 
Q Did you and him talk about the fact that you would 
testify in this case? 
A Yes. 
Q And did you talk about it down in Atlanta? 
A That's where we was talking about it, in Atlanta. 
Q Have you talked with him about it since you have 
up here? 
A No. 
Q Have you talked about it with Mr. 
Yes. 
How about Mr. Anderson? 
I am Mr. Anderson. 
Excuse me. 


Mr. Borman? 
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MR. SEAR: No further questions. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MR. GARLAND: 


Q When you spoke with Mr. Stassi about it, tell us 


what happened when you saw him in the yard or you talked 


to him some few months ago. 

A He asked me if I remembered the incident in tne 
library when he came and asked about-- if any of us seen 
Tony Vas at the particular time I didn't quite remember. 

So we discussed it, you know, the incident, and ne refreshed 
my memory and I did remember very clearly. 
Then I explained to him what I had saw, and what, 
I had observed. 


Did he suggest to you in any way what you should 


No, he never suggested to me to say anything. 

MR. GARLAND: That's all. 

THE COURT: Anything else? Any redirect? 
recross? 

You may step down. 

Thank you. 


(Witness excused) 
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LBae NEWMAN, called 
as a witness by defendant Joseph Stassi, being first 
duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. GARLAND: 
Q Are you presently confined in the Atlanta Peniten- 
tiary, sir? 
A I am. 
Q And what are you serving a sentence for, sir? 


A Assault. 


Q Did there come a time in the summer of 1973 when 


you had occasion to be in the library in the Atlanta Peni- 


tentiary? 
A Yes. 
Q Do you know Tony Verzino? 
A Yes. 
Q What is he known as, and what was he known as 
the penitentiary? 
A I didn't know him that well. I just knew him. 
I don't know what he was known as. 
Did he go by any nickname? 
Tony Vaz, that's what we call him. 
Do you know the defendant Joseph Stassi? 


Yes. 
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Q Did you have occasion to be in the library and 
observe Mr. Stassi inthe library? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, on that same day did you observe Mr. Verzino? 

Yes. 

Who were yo. with at that time? 

Allen Anderson ard Borman, Les Borman. 
what were you doing? 

Just sitting around, talking. 

Q And why were you in the library? 

A Well, at thattime it was the only air-conditioned 
building that we had where we could go when it was hot, to 
kind of cool off. 

Q All right. 

Now, did there come a time when Mr. Stassl came 
into the library? 

A Yes. 

Q And what happened when he came in the library? 

Well, he asked us had we seen Tony Vaz and -- 
What did you say? What did you say, if anything? 
I told him yes, he was standing by the fish tank 
a minute ago. 
Q What did Mr. Stassi do then? 


A He walked off. 
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Thereafter, did anything happen? 

A Well, right after that we heard a commotion in 
the back of the library, and when I stood up and looked 
down, I seen Mr. Stassi coming back up the aisle with Mr. 
Vaz holding his arm and he was pushing Mr. z off and 
saying, "Stay away from me or leave me alone" or something 
to that effect. 

Q Did anything happen when he pushed Mr. Vaz 

Some books fell on the floor. 
What happened after that? 

A Mr. Stassi came out and Mr. Vaz came out behind 
him, and me and Mr. Anderson and Borman, we got up and fol- 
lowed him out because it looked like it was, you know, 4 
fight or something, you know. 

Q Did you see anyone else come out of the back of 


the library? 


a 


A Yes, i saw somebody else. 
Who was that? 


Well, Sandy, that's all I know him by -- he 1s 


MR. GARLAND: That's all. Your witness. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. NESLAND: 


You testified you were convicted for assault? 
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That was for shooting a 


.C.> weean* te: 2&7 


Yes. 


And prior to 


Yes. 


You were serving time, is tha 


Yes. 
And youhad escaped? 
Right. 


And during the course-- while 


you shot a police 


lam on that escape, 


rect, when he tried to apprehend you? 


A That’s correct. 


THE COURT: I take it since y 


for assault, I take it the police offic 


THE WITNESS: No, sir, he did 


Q You talked to Mr. Newman-- I 


n 
aa 


about this event, have you not, and Mr. 


incident down in Atlanta? 


A Not since we were told not to 


with anyone. 


discussed it before 
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police 


been convicted? 


officer in Washing- 


? 


t correct? 


you were on the 


er, is that. core 


cu were only convicted 


er didn't die? 


n*¢ dae.« 
Anderson 


mean, Mr. 


Borman, about this 


discuss our testimony 


then, is that cor- 


Anderson, not Mr.Borman. 


Did you discuss it witna Mr. Stassi? 


Only when he asked me did I remember the incident. 


eo 


Q Did you discuss it among yourselves as to what 
had happened? 

A I didn't have to discuss 
pened. 

Q How many people were in t! li ry cooling off 
that day? 

A Well, it is usually not too crowded on the week- 
ends, so I wold say maybe around seven, eight, nine, some- 
where around that figure. 

Q Other than yourself, other than the three of you? 

A Well, I am just giving you a rough figure now, 

know how many was in there. 

Do you remember who was in 

Well, the Frenchma-, of Frenchmen 
recognized. 

Q Do you remember anybody else there? 

A Not right offhand. The only reason I remember 


reople that I am talking about is because of the incid- 


Well, they are friends of yours, aren't they, 


Mr. Newman? I mean Mr. Anderson and Borman? 


Well, Mr. Anderson, me and Anderson are friends; 
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Mr. Borman 15S 
be sitting there when we 
Cooling off. 
Now, how well have you Known 
have been in Atlanta? 
A Well, I don't know 


around, but I wouldn't 


Q When did you first go to Atlanta af 


police officer? 
A 1969. 
And did you know Tony 
incident? 


Just by sight, that's all. 


Did you see him with Mr. Stassi 


I have seen Mr. 
Q Did you ever 


cident? 


NESLAND: 

GARLAND: That's 

COURT: You may -ep down. 
(Witness excused) 
MR. GARLAND: The next witness, 


Robbins. 


v4 THERSN DIS! 
FOLEY ‘\QUARE ®& 


a great deal? 


toge 


Thank 


your 


ther, 


you 


Honor, 


yes. 


is 


by the defendant Joseph Stassi, 


test. ‘ied as follows: 


4 

5 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

6 BY MR. GARLAND: 

7 Q Where do you live, sir 

8 A In Boston, Massachusetts. 

9 | Q What is your occupation? 

10 as I work at the Statler Hilton as a waiter. 
11 Q How long have you workea there at the Hilton 
12 as a waiter? 

13 A Since August of tnis year. 

14 Q That is in what city? 


Boston. 


| 
16 Q Did you have occasion to 


the Atlanta Penitentiary? 


A Yes, Sir. 


From when to when? 


From '69 until late '73, and 


this year. 


occasion 


ith Tony Verzino? 


23 to become acquainted w 


25 Q Will you tell us what the nature of your knowl - 


ULEAD Didar i < Ri REPORTS RS 


FOLEY S)UARE NEW 


Verzino was? 
We had a relationship, 4 homosexu. i relations” ip- 
Where did you work in the penitentiary? 
In the institution launery. 
Did you Fave occasion 
laundry? 
A Yes, Sir. 


Did you do other people's lau 


Yes, I did many. 


Now when you would have your relationship with 
Mr. Verzino where would 1 
A In the institu 
Q Was Mr. Verzino the only 
relationship with? 
A No. 
Q Did you conceal your fellow inmate 
you were a homosexual? 
No. 
Do you recall an incident in che summer of 1373 


in the library at the Atlanta Penitentiary involving Nr. 


Verzino? 


THERN LISTRI 
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Robbins - 
On that day did you see 
Stassi? 
A Yes. 
And where dic 
A In the iibrary, at the re 
Q At the time you saw him what were 
was Mr. Verzino doing? 
I was standing; 
What was going on? 
A He had his mouth on me. 
Q And at the time that happened 
Stassi? 
A 
jury what h 
A Well, I just looked at Mr. Stassil, I was standing 
there, and Tony looked up and Mr. Stassi turned, anc T 


said, “Joe, wait a minute. I want to talk 


he jumped up, and Joe started walking 


his hand on Joe and Joe pushed 

I was, I didn't want to get involved, and they got out of 
sight, out of view of me, and a couple of seconds later 

I heard a commotion ind I just stay ad where 

then when I did walk out I saw some books scattered on tne 


floor and they were going out the door. 


Robbins 
Q After that did you have a relationship with 
Verzino? 
A No. 
Q Now, prior to that time on how many occasions 
you had homosexual relations with him? 
A This was our third get-together. 
Thereafter did you have occasion to have a 
versation with Mr. Verzino concerning this incident? 
A Yes, that very same evening. 
What happened? What did he say to you? 


A He caught me in the yard after the account 


y 
4 


he asked me if I heard any runcss about what happened 


day in the library. 


I said, “No, heard nothing." 
He said,"Well, if you do, deny eve china." 
I said, "Yes." 


Thereafter did you have any further discussion 


Yes, on two or three other occasions he 
and asked me the same question, and I told him the same 
thing, and then about a day or two before he was gOing to 
leave the instittction he caught me in the yard and he said, 
"Sandy, have you heard anything?” 


said, "No, really nothing, a few rumors.” 
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Robbins - direct 


He said, "Well, if you hear anything definitely 


I said, "I certainly will." 


he said, “I know who is doing 1 a it is 


And 


tassi, telling everybody that I am queer, and 1 am going 


to get that son-of-a-bitch.”" 


8 | MR. GARLAND: Your witness. 


9 | CROSS “XAMT.ATION 
XX 10 | BY MR. SEAR: 
li | Q Mr. Robbins, who approached whom first? Did 
12 || you approach Mr. Verzino or did he approach you? 
13 A Mr. Verzino approached me. He just asked me 
14 if we could o together. 
all 15 Q Then after he approached you you had these three 
| 
ie 16 encounters ir. the library? 
Ww | A es. 
18 Q This was the third one? 
19 A Yes, and final. 


» Q How much time previous tas the first encounter 


23 i t ‘ones 
A couple of weeks. 
Did you know him prior 


Casually. 


COURT: What? 


THE 
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Robbins - cross 
THE WITNESS: Casually, to say hello and do his 
laundry, as I stated. 
Q When he approached you about this were you 
surprised? 
A No, not really, I was flattered. 
Q Well, you may have been flattered, but were 
you surprised? 


A No, why should I be. 


Q To your mind had you conceived of Mr. Verzino 


as a homosexual prior to his approaching you? 

A Well, I had my suspicions. 

Q Why did you have your suspicions? 

A It takes one to know one, they Say. We can 
spot cur own kind. 

Q While you were in Atlanta did you see Mr. 
Verzino and Mr. Stassi together at all? 

A Yes, I observed them together. I never paid 
that much attention to them. 

Well, on a frequent basis? Regular basis? 


I didn't pay that much attention; 


Did you see them together after this incident? 
No, I don't believe so. 


Whom else did you see with Mr. Stassi? 


TEER RN DSTEICT COUKL REPORTERS 
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Just Mr. Verzino? 

You mean on an overall -- 

Yes. 

I seen a lot of people with him. 
Q who, you know, were any of those individuals? 
you see him with a Mr. Kapatos? 

I don't know a lot of people by their name. 


I know them by nicknames or sight. 


Do you know a man by the name of Tommy the Greek? 


who he is? 


t know for sure. 
Do you Know a man by the name of Mario Perna? 
Yes, I have heard that name, too. 
Do you know who Mario Perna is jf you Saw him? 
probably would, but I just don't recognize 
da lot of contact with people, did 


I didn't know them on an 


Mr. Verzino associete with at the time 


anta besides yourself? 


a relationship «+ sorts where I 
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agent. That's what I was tryin 
THE WITNESS: All right. 
EY MR. GARLAND: 
Q Where are you from, Mr. Lacase? 
a New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Q Is that your home originally? 
A Born and raised there. 
Do you Tony Verzino? 
Yes, I 
Do you 
A Yes, I 
Q Do you 
Stassi? 
A Yes, I do. 


Q Did there come a time in the summer of 1973 


when you had occasion to observe Mr. Verzino outside of 


library inside of the Atlanta Penitentiary? 
A Yes, I have. 
Q At that time did you have occasion to observe 


Mr. Stassi? 


he jury what you saw? 
was at the top of the landing. You see, 


the library is the only cool spot we had in the penitentiary. 


O97 


me-3 Lacase-direct 
It was air conditioned. The only spot. So, we used to go in 
there and we came off the end there and I got a drink, and 


we came back out on the porch, me, the Greek, Frankie Vino, 


and we was talking there, and Joe. Stassi came out the library 


door walking fast, and Tony Verzino came out right after 
him, and he was cursing. 
THE COURT: Who was cursing whom? 
THE WITNESS: Tony Verzino was cursing Joe Stassi, 
but Joe Stassi was walking away. 
Q What was the words Verzino was 
Verzino say? 
A Tohy ran us and grabbed Joe by 
“Wait a minute, you old bastard. I want to talk to you." 
Joe pulled his arm away, said, “Leave me alcne, 
Tony. Just leave me alone." So, he walked away. 
So, he kept on cursing--Tony kept on cursing 
Joe, but Joe was walking away. 
Q What did you do? 
A So, it looked like Tony was going to jump on the 
Old Man, so I didn't want to see that, so I told the Greek 
and Frankie, “Wait a minute. I'm going after him, because 
I'm not soing to let Tony jump on the Old Man." 
So, they was about 40 feet ahead of me, and I 


coula hear Tony cursing Joe, but Jce wasn't answering him, 
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ne-4 Lacase-direct 
kept on walking. 

So, Joe made the corner of the mess hall going 
toward the block and Tony was behind him. By the time I got 
to the corner, Tony was coming back towards where the blocks 
were, but Joe was out of sight. 

©9, I said, “What's the matter, 

He says, “That old bastard," 

ill him if I could get away with it. I'll do something 
to him. I'll get even w.-h him one way or another." 

I said, "What's the matter?" 

He said, “I'll get it.” 

And it was time for count. It was almost four 
o'clock count. So, he lived upstairs in 
with ue. I live’ downstairs. 

Q What happens at four o'clock count? 
A Everybody goes by their beds anc they count, you 
know. So we counted. 

Okay, now let me ask you something else. 

Did you ever have occasion to discuss narcotics 
with Mr. Verzino? 

A Yes. You see, Tony, he wanted me to see if I 
could bribe some longshoremens, or harbor policemens in the 


New Orleans area to smuggle the heroin off the ships. He 


said if I got four shipments in a year, that he would give me 
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me-5 Lacase-direct 
a quarter of a million dollars, and he would pay 


police or the longshoreman off, whatever they wanted he'd 


piec2 the off good. 


Q Did he discuss with you any Shipments of narcotics 
that he had gotten into the -- 

A Right. 

Q Wait, let me finish. --that he ha 
the United States. 

A Right. He told me that ne had got a shipment in 
from Detroit that a frined had brought some in a Volkswagon 
from Detroit, and that his uncle brought it from Detroit to 
New York and his wife had delivered it and picked up the 
money, and that he was doing good. 

He said, "If I can do this good in the penitentiary, 
Jake, I'm going to be Mr. Narcotics of the United States 
before long." 

He says, "If I can do all of this right from here, 
when I cet out the penitentiary I gotta control all the 
narcotics in the United States." 

Q Did he discuss any other shipments? 

A Yes, he told me abovu+ eight months later, he told 
me that he had a camper -- 

MR. SEAR: When did these conversations take place? 


when did these conversations take place? 
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Lacase-direct 
A In I think June of '72 when that Volkswagon 
came down, and around May or Jone of '73 when the camper 
came in with a load from Detroit through Canada ati. 
MR. GA?LAND: Your Honor that's all the 


questions I have 2t this time of this witness. 


THE COURT: Okay, do you want to break at this 


GARLAND: Yes, your Honor. 
COURT: I want tc see counsel at the side bar. 
the side bar.) 


THE COURT: Mr. LeBon tells m 


asked him wh2ther or not Mr. Stassi, meaning Joe Stassi, 


I assume, in jail at this time. 

LeBon said, "Well, you can't discuss the case 
with me. are not supposed i ask any questions.” 
That's the total of that conversation. 

What, if anything, do you want me to do about it? 

MR. GARLAID: Mr. Joe Stassi? I think your Honor 
should advise that he is in fact in jail at this time on a 
prior sentence, and I thought you did it at the beginning. 

THE COURT: I think i did. 

MR. GARLAND: I think the question ought 
answered. 


THE COUPT: won't refer to her question. I wila 
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Stassi-direct 

(In open court; jury present.) 

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 

tncidentally, I am told that the Daily News 
has done some more research in the field of what they con- 
sider the heroin trade and I am told the headline indicates 
it sc I assume if you saw it you won't read any further. 

Also if you see anything about this case, read no 
further. 

MR. GARLAND: At this time the defendant Joseph 


Stassi wi.l take the stand. 


THE COURT: You are interrupting your previous 


witness for logistical reas ns? 
MR. GARLAND: Yes, your Honor, because the 


marshals didn't bring him from the jail. 


JOSEPH S TASS I, callec as a witness, having 
been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
.Y MR. GARLAND: 
THE COURT: Mr. Stas: den't have to remind 
you this is a big courtroom. 
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 


Mt. GARLAND: He has a low voice so we may have: 
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ficulty. 
What is your age, Mr. Stassi? 
69, 
You, of course, are presently under a sentence 
Atlanta penitentiary? 


Yes, sir. 


When do you expect to be released? 


December. 14th, this coming nonth. 
Why will you be released at that time? 


I made parole. 


Are you married, sir? 


What is your wife's name? 
Frances. 
Where does she live? 
1944 East 2lst Street, Brooklyn. 
D> you have children? 
Yes, sir. 
What are their names and ages? 
Joseph, Jr., 35. Luann, 25. 
THE COURT: What was the second one's name? 
THE WITNESS: Tuann. 
Q How long have you been serving a sentence in 


Atlanta penitentiary? 
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Since June of '67. 
That makes it some eight years and five months? 

A Something like that. 

Q During the course of your sentence, have you had 
within the prison any difficulties with the prison regula~- 
tions or violations cf the pr regu_ations? 

A None whatsoever. 

Q If a man violates those regulations, what is that? | 
Is that what is called a shot? | 

A They call it a shot. 

Q Have you had a shot? 

You get discipline action. 
Have you had one? 
A No, sir. 


Q In the penitentiary, would vou tell the jury what 


your job was and what your daily routine generally consisted | 


of? 

A Well, my job was I worked what they called the 
checkroom where the inmates come down to pick their laundry 
up and get alteration on their clothing. 

; I operated what they call the button machine. I 
have been on the job since I got into Atlanta and been there 
the whole while that I have been in Atlanta. 


Q When you say you operate the button machine, is 
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that to sew buttons on? 


3 A Yes, on clothing. 
4 ! Q What would your work day be inside the penitentiary? 
\| 
5 A Well, from 6 o'clock in the morning, different hours, 
6 | until 9, 10 o'clock, sometimes earlier, sometimes later. | 
7 We have a lunch break. AFter lunch, back working | 
H 
5 and 1, 2 o'clock we are through for the day. 
3 Q Then what would your usual routine be? 
10 | A Oh, if the weather was nice, I would be out in | 
: ll the yard. I would do a let of walking. 
LR | Then we go back for the 4 o'clock count. Dinner. 
: 13 | After dinner back in the yard or the recreation hall, Library 
14 y or I would be back in my cell. I do a lot of re-cding. 
15 | Q When you say you do a lot of reading, what is the | 
, 16 nature of the reading you do? | 
7 | A Paperbacks, magazines, newspapers and so on. | 
18 Q When you say you go out in the yard, tell the | 
19 jury what the yard is like? What is the size of it is | 
20 | and what you do in the yard. 
21 | A Well, the yard, I would say, it is at least 1,200 | 
= feet long. You have got two baseball courts in the yard. 
23 One is softball court and a hardball court. 
2A You have got handball courts. You have got esankall 
2 | ‘eourts. You have got weight lifting. | 
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Then you have got a ring inside where inmates run, 
jog, walk. 
The extent of my exercise was walking. 
Q Did you do that on the ring? 
A Well, both. 
Q When you would be in the yard, how many inmates 


would be out in the yard? 


A You have got on the average of 22 or 25 hundred 


inmates. It might vary, a hundred or so. Some days you might 


see them all. There is always quite a few hundred. As I 
say, certain days there would be a thousand or more. 


Q Now, where did you -- a thousand or more out in 


the yard? 
A Yes, scattered around the yard. 
Q Where did you dorm and live? 
I lived in what they call doghouse, D cellhouse. 


tid you have a particular cell there that you lived! 


A Yes, sir. 


Q Did you have a cellmate, a person who lived in 
cell? 

No, sir, by myself. 

You lived alone? 


Yes, sir. 
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3134 
a 6 Stassi-direct 
- ! Q Mr. Stassi, you are acquainted with the indictment | 
i] 
3 | against vou here, are you not? 
4 A Yes, sir. | 
1 
5 | Q You have read it? 
6 | i. Yes, sir. 
7 | Q And you understand it charges you with conspiracy | 
8 | in entering into an unlawful e"seement to bring heroin 
9 i to the country and with possessis; ~-d with bringing 
10 | iz into the country. Are you guilty of that charge? | 
| 
ll } A I am not guilty. | 
12 | Q Did you, sir, enter into an agreement with Mario | 
H 
13 | Perna, Tony Verzino or anyone else, Mr. Otvos, any defendant 
14 | here in this courtroom to bring heroin into the United States? 
6 A No, sir. | 
16 | Q Did you at any time discuss or plan to have 
e 7 killed Suzy Verzino, Tony Verzino or William Sorenson or 
1§ _ anyone, or Mario Perna or aryone else? 
19 | A No, sir. I had no reason in the world to even | 
20 | ever think of it. | 
21 | Q You have heard the testimony from Mr.Perna te 
= and from Mr. Verzino and from Mr. Condello wherein they 
oe have testified that you had certain conversations about 
2A | bringing narcotic drugs into the United States. P'* those 
-< | conversations take place? | 


| 
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Nc obs 
Did you ever have a discussion concerning strychnine? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you ever have a discussion with Joey Condello 
as he testified to here on the day he left the penitentiary 
to put him to work in drugs? 

A Truthfully, I hardly knew Joe Condello. I know 
who he is. To the best ot my knowledge, I have never 
spoken to the man in all the time I have been in Atlanta. 

Q When you say spoken to the man, were you are 
confined with many inr.*es-- 

A I wave never had a conversation with him. ps 
might have been that we passed one another and nod, hello, 


that would be the extent. I had no more knowledge of Joe 


Condeliec than T have got of the 22 other hundred inmates 


*t is in Atlanta. 


Q When you would be in the dining hall, could you 


control who you sat with? 

A No. I mean it is possible sometimes, the dining 
hall sits about 700 inmates and depending when you go in, 
you have got trouble finding a seat, so whatever seat is 
vacant you just sit. 

Today you can be sitting with one party and tomorrow 


with someone else. 
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You, of course, have spent many days there? 

Y-%, Many. 

bo you know Mario Perna? 

I know him. 

When did you first meet him? 

A When I first got to Atlanta. 
Q Tell the jury what the nature of your knowledge 
of him is and what association, if any, you had with him. 
os No, I met Mario Perna at the same time I met 
Tony Verzino because we all locked in what they call A cell- 
block, which is where all inma’es go when you first get 
to Atlanta. They have got the large eight-men cell. We 
all locked in the same .2llblock. 

I knew Mario but no more than anyone else. I never | 
was friendly with him outside again of hello, how are you, 
but intimately, no. 

Q When you say intimate’y, would you describe to 
the jury what you are talking about as a degree of associa- 


| 


tion with somebody? What do you mean when you say that? 
A I don't remember ever having a discussion, personal 


discussion with Mario. I used to watch the handball games 


when there would be tournaments, Mario played handball. Many 
| 
a time walking back to the cellblock from the yard, we would | 


all be going to ous blocks, and you might join somebody walking, 
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now are you, how was your game and so forth, but to actually 
ever have a conversation with Mario, no. 

Q Now, what about Mr. Sorenson, what was your asso~ 
ciation, if any, with him and your knowledge of him? 

A No more than Mario. I used -=- Sorenson was quite 
a handball player. In fact, he was considered the best in 
Atlanta and he played all the tournaments and I watched a 
few of them and again, how did you do, how is your game, 
that would be the extent with Sorenson. 

Q With Perna or Sorenson, did you ever engage in 
personal conversation, what you nave referred to as personal 


conversation such as about your case or things you were going} 
to do? | 
A No. As I say, with Mario and Sorenson, to the best 
of my recollection outside of maybe sometimes as I say 
walking from the yard to the cellblock when the bell rang 


for everyone to leave the yard and go to the cellblock, on 


the way-- 


MR. GARLAND: Your Honor, could we get a glass of 


(Pause) 
THE WITNESS: Thank you. 
A (Continuing) But to actually say I ever had 


a conversation with them directly, personally, no. 
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Q Do you know or had you ever met before you were 


indicted and brought here for trial the defendant Mr. Alaimo? 


A No, I had never met him in my life. 

Q To your knowledge this is the first time you have 
ever seen him? 

A The first time I seen him in court here. 

Q Had you ever had any discussion with anyone 
about him or his existence? 

A I never knew he existed. I read his nam. in the 
indictment. When I see him here in court was th~ first time 
I seen him. 

Q Would you tell the jury what your association with 
Tony Verzino was?: How you got to know him? 

A Well, I got very friendly with Tony Verzino.After 
I was there a while he came to me one day with a probation 
report that was made out for him at the time of his arrest. 

Q Would you explain to the jury what a probation 
report is? 

A Well, it is a report that the parole off cer makes 
up for the inmates before sen*encing giving the background 
or history of the inm.te,his record, his associations and 
so forth. 

When he showed me the report, I was surprised. 


his report there was a lot of information in his report 
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concerning the case that I was convicted on. 
Q Now, what was the nature of the case you were 
convicted on? 
A For narcotics. 
Q Mr. Stassi, were you guilty of that, sir? 
A No, sir. 
Q In connection with that, you were, however, found 
guilty, were you not? You were found guilty? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q And you have served that sentence, have you 
Yes,sir. 
TIE COURT: He is serving it 
MR. GARLAND: Yes,your Honor. 


Up until December 9th. There are just a few days 


Yes. 
As a result of seeing that probation report, whet 


happened as to your association with Mr. Verzino? 


A Well, I became naturally curious and very interested 
| 


in that report because there was a lot of information there 
that I didn't have or didn't know about. 

From that. day on I would say I became very close 
to Tony Vaz. I seen more of Tony Verzino than I seen of 


any other inmate in the eight years that I have been in 
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E€i2 
eoh Stassi-direct 
Atlanta. 
Q Other than what you have just told us about Mr. 
Verzino, did you have many other friends that you spent much 
time with? 


A No, not too many. I did with one, I recall Tom 


Q Is that Mr. Kapatos? 

A Yes, him and another young chap, Raymond 
Mangiaracina, who worked with me all the while he was there 
for six or seven years. 

Q Where did he work with you? 

A In the checkroom next to me. 

Q Other than those people -- 


A Through the years there was two or three, ones 


that I knew from the outside that were in Atlanta. Naturally, 


I associated with them in the yard, we would get together. 
But as far as the rest of the inm’tes, I knew most of them by 
sight because I would see most of them, if I didn't see them 
one day, they + uld be there the next day to come down and 
pick up their laundry, get their daily towels and things. 

So every inmate in the institution would be down 
in the checkroom practically daily. If they missed one day 
they would be down the next day. When they get down there, | 
someone stop and talk to you. Some would want a button sewed | 
| 
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or an alteration on their clothing and be there and you woula 
just talk a lot of nonsense, “How are you," so forth and so 
on. 

Q Mr. Stassi, you indicated that you were not guilty 
of the charge of the sentence of which you have served. Did 
you continue to attempt to attack your conviction, sir? 

A Yes, 

Q In connection with that, were there co-defendants 

|of yours who also attacked their conviction? 

A Yes. On the information that came out at a hearing 
that Ihad, I would like to go into detail, but I know I am 
not goine -:o be allowed -- 

Q Let me ask you this: Did Mr. Verzino read your 
transcript? 

A Yes. Mr. Verzino was pretty well up on law. 

Q Tell us about Mr. Verzino, his knowledge of the law! 


and his relationship to your transcript and your efforts. 


A He read my transcript and, frankly, I would say 


he was more acquainted with my transcript and case than I, 
myself, was, through I was the principal, but he's gota 
good retaining, recall memory and we discussed or rather I 
cussed my case with him thoroughly. 

Q What assistance did Mr. Verzino give you on that 


transcript? 
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Oh, he gave me an affidavit, a deposition. 
Did you have attorneys that handled that? 

A Yes. 

Q Thereafter did you succeed in your attack 
conviction? 

A No, but, 4s I started answering your question 
before when you asked me about my co-defendants, on the 
information that came out at my hearing, they filed a motion, 
there was two of the co-defendants that were tried in front 
of another judge on the same indictment and when they filed 


their motion on the testimony that came out at my hearing, 


the judge reversed the conviction in his opinion that after 


reading the Stassi transcript of his 2255 hearing, there is 
no question that giving these men another hearing would be 
a waste of time and money for the government. IT, therefore, 
vacate the sentence and release them to be released on bail, 
on $5,000 bail, and for the government to try them within 
120 days or dismiss the indictment. To my knowledge I believe 
it has been dismissed. They haven't been tried. 
Q bid you contemplate taking additional action to 
try to set aside your conviction? 
A Yes, I would have if it wouldn't have been for my 


parole. At the time I had action with my parole and I was 


having quite a problem. 
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Q Did you file litigation in connection with your 
parole? 
A I sure did. 
Q What did you do in your 
A Well -- 
MR. NESLAND: I object to this matter on the 
ground of relevance. 
THE COURT: I would think that is beyond the scope. 
MR. ‘ GARLAND: Your Honor, I think it is one 


of tr’. matters that is probably going to come out on 


*ross-examination, but I will hold it back at this time until 


a later time. 

Q What on a daily basis would you talk in reference to 
your conversations with Mr. Verzino, he was your friend 
' and frequently with you, what would be the nature of your 
contact and association with him? 

A You talk about things in general. There were 
stories in papers, you would talk about that. Always something 
happening in the institution and you would talk about daily 
topics that come up. 

Tony, I looked at him I would say more as a son, he 
was about my son's age. I became very close, friendly, very 
fond of Tony and he was inclined to be a little wild and he 
would always be talking wild iand I would advise him that he 


was crazy, that he had better straighten himself out or he 
would wind up spending his.days,in_ jail because for a yqu.ng 
fellow he spent hai? his 1fPS in prison. 
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for some reason, trying to show that they are 
or what. 
In these discussions Tony would be talking 

about what he done when he was outside and what he was going 
to do when he go out. 

Q Did he ever mention any activities he had 
underway ? 


A Oh, he made it known that when he got out he 


was going right back into narcotics, that he was operating 


all the while that he was in prison. 

Q When you say operating, did he g 
detail about what his outside operations were? 

A No. He has lots of money, things were 
good for han. he asked numerous times 
help that he would be glad to help me. Then I kept 
telling him time and again, "Tony, you better straighten 
yourself out or you are going to wind up spending all 
your days in jail. You know, they are giving big 
sentences ne'', amc if you go out and think you are 
to do what you are thinking of doing, you must be crazy," 
or words to that effect. 

Now, when he read your transcript was the name 

Mondolini 


A y h ina 3 ne of the co-defendants 
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Had you ever met Mr. Mu..agolini? 
No, sir. 
Ever known him? 
No. 
Ever had a contact with 
No, sir. 
Q And in your prior case was ! 
Frenchman accused of being in narcotics? 
He was a Frenchman, yes, but 
ar as I know. I have 
you have occasion to introduce your wife 
to Mr. Verzino? 
A Well, yes, in the visiting room q\ 
were in the visiting room together when Sue Verzini 
was then Tony Verzino's gi at the time, 
being at Atlanta visiting, and at the time natur lily 
nod to one another. It seemed that at Oo 
s -- the penitentiary 1s quite a 
the airport -- while out there waiting for 


to the airport, Sue Verzino, Tony Verzino's 


wife, was on the way to the airport also, and my wife 


and Sue Verzino took the same cab to the airport, and 


evidently that started that friendship From then 
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on any time they met in 


over, they would go out to dinner together evenings, and 


if they had occasion they would travel back and forth 
sam2 plane, and a friendship developed. 

Q Mr. Verzini, at the time that this 
developed did he relate to you any involvement 
wife in his activities? 

A No. I started hearing stories. 
Ton y about the stories I heard. 


using Sue?" He led i Then he 


I told him, "Tony, you got to be 
Q Did a friendship develop between his wife and 
your wife? 
Yes, a friendship, and before 
very fond of my wife and my wife looked on her, 
would say, as a daughter. 
Q How old is your wife? 
ife is 60. 
iow long have you been married? 
Abour 
Now, during 


Verzino become acquainted 
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his wife spent a lot of time at my 
and, naturally, he knew where I lived. I presume 
would know my phone number, where I lived and all, yes, 
because many a time even up to the time that Tony Verzino 


was arrested and he called his wife, he would call my 


home when he could not reach his wife, Sue, he would call 


my home to find out if she was there, and ask my, wife 1l 


my wife had any knowledge where Sue was. 


De you recall when Mr. Verzino 


What occurred in the summer 
in the library, Mr. Stassi 
A Must we go into 
Vell, just what tra 
had two pair of gl 
lens for sunglasses, 


wear. My regular wearing glasses, 


needed them, because without 


like tha 
A Well, his wife spent a lot of 


turally, he knew where I lived. 


would know my phone number, where I lived 


bec a tim 

was arrested and he called his wife, he 
home when he could not reach hi 

my home 


my wife had any Knowledge where Sue 


Do you recali when Ar. 


What occurreca 


in the library, : Stassi? 


A 


it was the same 


ms 6 

and I thought if 

good frame I would still have my glasses. 
Verzino is very mechanically inclined and 
glasses, being he had different tools, screwd 
being a good watch man, he could f1x watches, 
always carving ships and things, 


to change the frames of the lens, 


do it and that it would take him an 


didn't see him leave them 
Q At 

with you? 
A 

Tony Verzino and I never 

first went 3 for 

we were in 
Q hat was in ' 


dormitory, I went to D block. 


WITNESS: 


- 
~- 


° hand you Defendants ' 


and ask you *o examine that 


and ask you 


identify it? 


these are tne two frames. 


bifocals, which 


aa 


r 


and + 
ana 


nls 


Are those the glasses that you 


Yes, sir. 


While you were in the 


Yes, 


there a 


STRICT 


FOLEY SQUARE 


MR. GARLAND: Yes, your Honor 
I come out, I was looking for Tony. 
few fellows sitting there. 
They said, "Yes, he was just 
near the fish tank." 
Tony used to take care of the 
He was amongst the book racks and 
I went through the aisles 
down the aisle and you can go around. 
for him among the books racks. I caugh 
sexual act with Robbins, whom we call 
1 2 can say is I 
I couldn't explain my feeling. You 


what I had seen. When I have 


around and walked out. 


me, stop me, and I just said, "Please, Tony, 


me: leave me alone," words t 


Then we walked out of 


one favor, Tony, 


What happened to your as th Mr. 
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A Oh, we ignored one another. Gradually 
before he left I was getting over my feelings. 
well, every man got his own life to live; I was 


keeper; I know I was disappointed. I really, whatever 


fondness I had for him, I still had some feeling for hin. 


But it would never be the same again. 

Just berore, I think the night 
I seen him a minute, he talked to m 
shook hands with him. iid, “Good 
That was it. 


you ever relate 


Why didn't you tell your 

A One, I would be embarrassed to mention it to 
anybody. The fact is, I looked on him 
It would be like catching my own son, and 
talk about, though the rumor was around the prison. 
asked by numerous ones what happened. They all seemed 
to know what happened, and I just passed by, "Oh, nothing." 

fter Mr. Verzino was released from 


your knowledge did he have occasion to visit your home 
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we l l ’ 
got an apartment in what they 


she spent a lot of time in my 


practically had a bedroom, the use of one of 


and it would be common for her, which my wife gave me 
understand, that she practically a key to my house. 
you were in the penitentiary 


aie! 


an opportunity from time to time to be able 


-~7*r 
>) 


calls to your w 
A Yes, every other month you are allowei one 
call 
Q 
month? 
A he only person 1 
Q of those conve 
occasion to speak to Mr. Verzino? 
in one of the conversations wnen 
that Tony was there and to say hell 
ect, and ! 
"Nello, how are you?" 
That was the extent of that. 
While i the penitentiary 


have a nickname? 


qirect 


re 


r ef 7 14 Th. 
They would caii me The 


you were one of the older people? 


A Yes, I was o7¢e of the olde 


nmat 


the biggest majority of the 1 


(Continued on next page.) 
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You were one of the oice 


Mn Yes, I was one of the older people 


o 
~ 


he biggest majority of the inmates. 
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MR. GARLAND: Ycur witness. 
THE COURT: Perhaps this would be a 
to take a short adjournment. See Re7 minutes. 
MR. GARLAND: 
just a secorid. 
THE COURT: Would you 


GARLAND 


Q After your arrest on the charce of 


case on which you are serving a sentence on, 
occasion to b p another crime? 
A Yes, sir. 
What was that crin 
Perjury. 
The subject matter of 
reference to a passport. 
that time the statements that you made 
that passport, did you make them uncer 
counsel? 
706, Six. 
Did you intend to viola 


gave those answers? 


NO, s1r. 
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paid your 


GARLAND: That is all, 


Ladies and gentleme 


Stassi on the stand w jury comes in and 


jury is in. 


may proceed. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. NESLAND: 


You had this friendship w.th Verzin 


often would you walk i 


l, whenever we were in tne 


we would be together, 


wo 


931A 
“wa 


‘ 


Pe 


A When I was in the if he was out there, 
we would be together. 
Q Did you also walk with Tom Kapatos? 
Yes, sir. 
Did you ever walk the yard with Mario Perna? 
No, sir, outside, id, when we 


walking back to the cellblock, we would all be 


yard and there might have be:n occasion when I 


from to the block, but never walking togeth 

never walkecl around the yard w 
Q walked around 

Condello? 
sir, definitely. 
never had a conversation with Josep 
sir. 

never had a conversation with 


Hi, how are you"? 


one you ever talked to amongst 


“han anyone else. 


¢ asking you more ¢t in anyone else. 
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eoh 4 Stassi-cross 
never had a discussion with Condello? 
by, 
about Danny Grillo? 
Six. 
he a good friend of Kapatos'? 
I have seen them together. 
But they were never together with you? 
Not Danny Grillo, no, sir. 
Danny Grillo was never with you and Kapatos? 


Never -- as I say, at ies Maybe in 


I am talking in the yard? 


MR. GARLAND: Let him answer the question, please. 


THE COURT: He is talking abou 
THE WITNESS: In the yard, no, 


was also one of the better handball players in the tou 


I would watch a game and when they leave I might see 


iid you do, how was your game," but s any in- 


conversations, no. 
take it that when you say you never 
Mario Perna of any substance,that means 


day, is that correct? 


What do you mean the present date, now or while 
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Stassi-cross 
Atlanta. 
Up to the present date. 
I haven't seen Mario since he 
You saw him in 1974,didn't you? 


A Where? 


Q In July of 1974 in the West Street House of 


Detention. 
A Oh, that, I seen him there, yes, 
Q didn't have a conversation 
at that time? 
A No, sir. Wait a minute, I take 
a -- I had a talk with him, yes, we were 
arrest and he went on explaining how he got arreste 
Q let you continue in a minute. Is t 
first conversation of any substance you ever had wi 
Perna from the time you knew him in 1967? 
MR. GARLAND: Let him finish. 
THE COURT: You asked a question, let him finish. 
Continue with your answer. 
Since Mario left Atlanta, the first time I met 
brou New York to be taken over to Newark 


questioned by the g Enforcement people. While 


I had occasion to talk to Mario an 
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eoh 
Joe Condeilo, 
that went out of his way to set him up, as he put i 
framed him and he set him up for the arrest. 
Also, he was cursing Tony V ‘ g that when 
he left Atlanta he meant to kill him. sorry that he 


didn't do it and he was only hoping +! day wili come 


that he can catch up with Tony Vaz, > would stop 


him from killing him and his wife. 
Q That is the conversation you had with 
A Yes, sir. 
Q That is the first time you ever had a 
of any substance with Mario Perna? 
never seen him after that. 


You never talked to him in Atlanta about anything 


No, sir. 
Q I in West Street decide 
ii that; 3 correct? 
A 


meet Ernest ! ile you were in 


same case 


€35 
eoh Ste isl-cross 
Joe Condello, he called him exactly 
that went out of his way to set him up, 
framed him and he set him up for the arrest. 
Also, he was cursing Tony Verzin 
he left Atlanta he meant to kill him. 


didn't do it and he was only hoping that the day will come 


that he can catch up with Tony Vaz, that n woild stop 


him from killing him and his wife. 
Q That is the conversation you 
A Yes, 
Q That h ne you ever had a conversation 


substance with Mario Perna? 


You never talked to him \tlanta about 


No, sir. 


Q He just 


all that, is that correct? 


meet Ernest Malizia while 


eon 

Jee Condello, h him exactly a prostitute 

that went out of his way to set him up, as he put 

framed him and he set him up for the arrest. 
Also, he was cursing Tony 

he left Atlanta he meant to kill him 

didn't do it and he was only hoping 


that he can catch up with Tony Vaz, 


him from killing him and his wife. 


Q That is the conversa n you had with nim? 

A Yes, 

Q That is the first time you ever had a conversation 
substance with Mario Perna? 


That is all. I never seen 


You never talked to him i 


in West >cidex about 


aii that, 4 } correct? 


meet Ernest Malizia while 


the same case wi 
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E37 
Stassi-cross 
Had you known E 
No, sir, never seen him in 
Never heard of him either? 
No, sir. 


Q You never heard Verzino or Perna 


his name while you were in Atlanta? 


a name Pontiac, 
found out that Verzino was one of the 
but I never heard the name 
Verzino was when I read 
I inquired who is 
he is one of the 
Ernie Verzino? 


Ernie, what's his name. 


You had never heard o 

No, sir. 

You never heard of his brother 
name Pontiac. 


never knew who 


a € 
Usa 
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mention 


Pat? 


knew who they were. I 


knowlecge, but I have heard * name, so when 


in West Street, I had no idea that he was one the 


Cid you know after you met in West Str 


What's that? 


after met him in West r 


Did you know you 


I heard that he was one of the Pontiacs. 


Did you ever know he was in the narcotics 


Fr 


aa 
— 


+ r 


heard he was arrested 


Well, 


MR. GARLAND: Your Honor, I would 


when he heard these things. 


first 


A Well, he was arrested with Mario Perna 


+ 


introduced to him and they were telli 


the same case. 


Q When did this relationship between Frances 


your wife, and Suzy Verzino develop? 


A I 


told you through the visiting room 


Atlanta penitentiary. 


know where 


to Atlanta in December, 
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acsi. 
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otassi-cross 


Suzy Verzino took your daughter Luann 


not? 
fCuzy and my family became very 
And some time while you were 


took your daughter on a trip to 


A Yes,she asked my daughter,she wante 
cruise and would my daught2r go along and 
go along. 
Q Susan Verzino spent a lot of 
Stassi,isn't that correct? 
and out of my h 


ever meet Albert 


Pierro. 


You mean the fellow they 


Albaduce. 


I met him in Atlanta. 


For the first time? 


sir. 


GARLAND: Can we have when in Atlanta. 


NESLAND: I will ask the questions. 
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wouliad 


say maybe within a week SO. You would always have somebody 


introducing you. 
Q Beg pardon? 


I said within 


They refer 
Correct. 
MR. NESLAND: 


Honor. 


Q I show 


Do you recognize 


By the way, is 


to Atlanta 


would say 
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ry , 
Do you 


Yes. 


No question about that, he knew Albadt 


Well, nave seen them talk toae 
You saw them together? 
Yes. 
Q Now, did you } } Albaduce was 
narcotics business? 
I knew he was there 
Q But prior to th 
Gid you ever know Albaduce 


A 


you know that 
knew they worked together 
id you know Otvos? 
met him, yes, sir. 


id you know he was 


ce? 


in Atlanta for narcatics. 


sir. 
Did Verzino ever 


with Otvos? 


No, sir. 
he discussed narso 


cuss the fact that he 


he ever tell yo 


wasn't interested. I never 


Did he ever tell you? 
No, I have never had occa 
terested and I never went 


He and Mario was cealing. 


going and that is the extent 


never 


he was invo 
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He never told you tha 


working in his narcotics operation? 


No, sir. 

Never mentioned his name? 

dow about your brother Tony? 

How could he mention Tony to 
ection whatsorver between him and 


There was no 


what I 
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to have gotten together wi 


ae) 


| that? 


4 wal 


never made any 


there "Hello" "Good-bye, 


They never sat at the same table or 


anything of any importance. 


for my brother to come in to 


maybe people sittin; “ind t know 


walk over and 

So outside of 

was never any occasion. 
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there was a mill and they were milling 1 


Texas. And Milton seemed to be anxious and wanted 


to see this mill, the operation of the mill. 
asked Murray Sokoloff if he 
with Mr. Miller to take 


7 


n, because Ss the mineral 
Sokoloff was interes 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PERSONAL SEK ver. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
COUNTY OF RICHMOND J ss.: 


EDWARD BAILEY being duly sworn, deposes and says, that 
deponent is not a party to the action, is over 18 years of age 
and resides ai 286 Richmond Avenue, Staten Island, N.Y. 
10362. That on the 30 dayof June , 19 76 at 
No. | St. Andrews Pl. NYC deponent served 
the within Appendix 

upon U.S. Atty., So. Dist. of N.Y. 

the Appellee herein, by deliv. ..ng a tiue 
copy thereot to him personally. Deponent knew the person so 
served to be the person mentioned and described in said papers 
asihc Appellee therein, 


Sworn to beiore me, 
this 30 day of June 19 76 


~ 


*. 


Edward Bailey 


No. 29-0135 2045 
Qualified in Richmona County 
Commission Expires March 30, UAetox 1977 


